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PREFACE. 


E World bas been fo long entertain'd 
. N with Schemes and Projects of all Kinds, 
and particularly for paying the grand 
National Debt, that the Subject may 
ſeem io be exhauſted, and ihe Perſon 
not well adviſed, who pretends to mend or improve 
zw hat has already been preſented lo the Publick upon 
this important Occaſion. | 

The Author of the following Eſſay, after having 
peruſed moſs of the Projects offer d io the Publick, 
zakes the Liberty to declare, that however he may, in 
ſome Particulars, approve ſome Hints given by many 
worthy Gentlemen, yet be is humbly of Opinion, 
that much higher and nobler Views iban they men- 
tion may be attained, by a wiſe Oeconomy in di 
charging the National Bebts. 

The Aim of all our Projectors hitherto, who have 
duly regarded our National Credit and Juſtice, bas 
been to eaſe the Nation of its Burden, in a very ſhort 
A 2 | time, 
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time, either by reducing Intereſt, or by the Improves 
ment of the old Funds, or providing new ones, 
Sc. The Firſt of which is already become a Hard- 
ſip upon many of the Publick Creditors, and the 
Second and Third muſt be /o upon the Subject, 100 
ſenſible already of the Weight of their preſent Burden. 
By the Method we are now purſuing, in lowering 
Intereſt, and applying the diſingaged Parts of the mort- 
gaged Revenues to the ſinking Fund, the Publick 
Debts may be paid off in about twenty Tears; if we 
can hope, during that Time, to continue un-embroiPd 
at home and abroad. Our Neighbours we ſee plainly, 
and our domeſtick Enemies too, know our Difficulties, 
and ircat us accordingly : Their only Hopes to ruin us, 


are founded in the Ruin of our Publick Credit, 
and libelling the Adminiſtration, And who can be 


ſure, that in ſo long a Time as twenty Years to come, 
fome Events may not favour the Altempts of our Ene- 


mies, and oblige us ( though ,we now diſdain and 


deteſt that Injuſtice ) to make bold with the mort- 


gaged Funds, or compel us to lay on more Weight 


upon the People. 


The Publick Safety therefore requires a much 


quicker Method than we are in at preſent, and the 
Honour and Intereſt of the Britiſh Nation, as 
well as our Wealth and Power may, probably, be more 
eHfectually provided for, by diſcharging a good Part 
of the National Debts, by proper Equivalents, 
and this, perbaps, more to the Advantage and real 
Satisfaftion of the Publick Creditors. 

Our Neighbours, wwe ſee, have been forming So- 
cieties for Trade at Oſtend and Trieſte, which might 
gifturb our Commerce, and lower our Markets and Cu- 
ſtoms; and Spain is attempting to improve her inland 
 Manufattures, *Tis high Time then ſome Care ſhould be 
talen to ſeltle and ſecure our Foreign Trade, and our 
Plantations too, before theſe and other new Pretenders 

2 : become 
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become our Rivals. On this Head there is room for 
our making vaſt Improvements in all Parts of the 
_ 3 of which many Hints are given in the enſuing 

ſlay. N 

* under their late King Lewis XIV, be- 
gan to advance her Commerce; and ibe Northern 
Princes, eſpecially the Dane and Muſcovite, are 
upon the ſame Deſign. As our Situation and Maritime 
Power give us the Advantage in Trade above all our 
Neighbours, we may well be deſpis'd abroad, if we 
boſe the preſent Opportunity of ſecuring the greateſt and 
beſt Share to our ſelves. By the Encouragement of 
the Court of Spain, Columbus, at the End of the 
15th Century, Anno 1492, diſcover*d a new World; 
but our Henry VII, flighted his Propoſals, and loſt 
us that vaſt and rich Continent in North and South 
America, now poſſeſs*d by the Spaniards and Portu- 
gueſe. F we ſlight the preſent Opportunity, our 
Neighbours, who are on all hands ſetting up for 
themſelves, may foreſtal, and perhaps, exclude us 

a ſecond Time. 

Pope Alexander VI, in 1493, by the Authority of 
his papal Pride and Arrogance, beſtow'd ihe Eaſt 
Indies on the Portugueſe, and the Weſt Indies on 
the Spaniards z we Britons, and the French had 
then no Share in bis exceſſive Liberality, though 
he was giving away near half the Globe“ . Ye 
left thoſe Neighbours to take quiet Poſſeſſion of the 
beſt Parts of the vaſt Countries aforeſaid, which are 
the richeſt, and ſome of the fineſt Parts of the Globe, 
amuſing our ſelves in the mean time, with ſome little 
Attempts for Diſcoveries towards the North Weſt 


Part of the firſt Treaſure deſigned for Charles V, fell into 
the Hands of the French King, who then merrily ſaid, “ The 
« Emperor and King of Portugal have divided the New World 
© between them, without allowing me a Share; but I muſt 
© delire them to ſhow me Adam's Will to prove their Title. 2 
an 
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and North Eaſt Paſſages, under the Condu#? of Ca- 
bot, Frobiſher, Sir Francis Drake, Davis, Sr 
Walter Raleigh, Sc. All theſe ( except the laſt, who 
diſcover'd Virginia in 1584,) ſpent near a Century 
zn ſearching ont Paſſages through the North-Eaſt and 
North Weſt frozen Ocean; aſtoniſhing Infatuation! 
loſing. by that Wild-goole Chace, the greateſ# Op- 
portunity. that ever this Nation, or any Nation can 
After Sir Walter's Diſcovery, fome private Al- 
tempts follow? d ;, and to ſuch only we owe all that we 
Poſſeſs on the North Continent of America : Coun- 
tries, indeed, by no means deſpiſeable, but not yet to 
be equal d with Mexico, Peru, Chili, Braſil, Sc. 
James and Charles I, were otherwiſe employ*d, in 
domeſtick Struggles and Quarrels; and their Suc- 
ceſſors have been diverted by other Counſels, from la- 
king the wiſeſt Care of our new Acquiſitions ; which, 
nevertheleſs, are become, eſpecially fince the Revolu- 
tion, of that Importance to our preſent and future 
Wealth and Grandeur, that we muſt be the moſt a- 
bandon'd People in Europe, if we don't, and ſpee- 
dily too, both ſecure and ſettle them to the beſt Ad. 
vantage. 
One would think, an undiſputed Coaſt, or Countries 
fronting the Atlantic, for about two thouſand Miles 
and ſtretching Weſtward beyond any fixed Limits, 
ſhould be well worth looking after, eſpecially if the $1- 
tuation, and Native Produce of moſt of them be duly 
eſtimated. 
The Sketches I have humbly offer*d for improving 
our Colonies, may, perhaps, amuſe and divert ſome 
Readers; 1 heartily wiſh they may alſo excite the Atten- 
tion of our wiſeſt Patriots, that our Poſterity may ſee 
the Britiſh Dominions ix North America, as large, 
populous, and powerful as France and Spain in Eu- 
rope; an Improvement that is moſt certainly very 


Palſible. 
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© The Author of this Eſſay is very ſenſible, that a 
complete Scheme of this Nature, can't be expect- 
ed from one Seſſion of Parliament, much Jeſs from 
a ſingle Perſon, how wiſe or able ſoever he may be; 
be therefore confines bimſelf io a few general Hints, 
leaving the great Branches of Trade and Govern- 
ment 7o the wiſeſt and ableſt Merchants and Poli- 
ticians 3 who, after their beſt Advices, may find them-. 
ſelves corrected by future Experience, that unerrin 
Guide, in all human Affairs of Weight and Dif- 

ficulty. 55 

To 1 this Introduction, and to excite the At- 
tention of my Countrymen, but eſpecially of all true 
Patriots, to improve all our large Countries, wheres 
nine Parts in ten lie at preſent neglefed in the Nor- 
thern America; 1 defire them to conſider, what 
great Eſtates have been gained by Merchants and others 
from our. Plantations in the laſt Century] How in- 
conſiderable had we now been, and ſo bad Spain and 
Portugal, without the late great Acceſſions from 
America? And how great, very great a Figure both 
Spain and Portugal may hereafier make among the 
Powers of Europe, if they improve Braſil and the 
Spaniſh Weſt Indies in {be preſent Age, as they 
bave done in the laſt Century, beyond, perhaps, very 
much beyond all their own Hopes, and our Imagina- 
tion | This is far from being an improbable Notion ; 
for thoſe two Crowns are already in Poſſeſſion of all 
the Sea Coaſt of Southern America, within a Trifle : 
And this is a Continent full as large as all Europe; 
ana beſides this vaſt Tract, the Spaniards are in afual 
* Poſſeſſion of all the Weſtern Shore of North America, 
and a very large and well peopled Terra firma, where 
the King of Spain bas ſome Millions of Subjects. Had 
that Prince, and the King of Portugal been Maſters 
of our Naval Powers, all America might have been 
ibeirs intirely, without a ſingle Competitor: And 
| „ the . 
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and North Eaſt Paſſages, under the Conduct of Ca- 
bot, Frobiſher, Sir Francis Drake, Davis, S# 
Walter Raleigh, Sc. All theſe ( except the laſt, who 
diſcover'd Virginia in 1584, ) ſpent near a Century 
zn ſearching ont Paſſages through the North-Eaſt and 

North Weſt frozen Ocean; aſtoniſbing Infatuation 

loſing. by that Wild-gooſe Chace, the greateſt Op- 
portunity that ever this Nation, or any Nation can 
expect. . 

After Sir Walter's Diſcovery, fome private At- 
tempts follow*d ;, and to ſuch only we owe all that we 
poſſeſs on the North Continent of America : Coun- 
tries, indeed, by no means deſpiſeable, but not yet to 
be equalPd with Mexico, Peru, Chili, Braſil, Gc. 
James and Charles I, were otherwiſe employ'd, in 
domeſtick Struggles and Quarrels 3 and their Suc- 
ceſſors have been diverted by other Connſels, from 1a- 
king the wiſeſs Care of our new Acquiſitions 3 which, 

. mevertheleſs, are become, eſpecially fince the Revolu- 
tion, of that Importance to our preſent and future 
Wealth and Grandeur, that we muſt be the moſt a- 
bandon'd People. in Europe, if we don't, and ſpee- 
dily too, both ſecure and ſettle them to the beſt Ads 
Vantage. 

One would think, an undiſputed Coaſt, or Countries 
fronting the Atlantic, for about two thouſand Miles; 
and ſtretching Weſtward beyond any fixed Limits, 
ſhould be well worth looking after, eſpecially if the Si- 
tuation, and Native Produce of moſt of them be duly 
_ eſtimated. | | 
The Sketches 1 have humbly offer*d for improving 
our Colonies, may, perhaps, amuſe and divert ſome 
Readers ; 1 heartily wiſh they may alſo excite the Alten- 
tion of our wileſt Patriots, that our Poſterity may ſee 
tbe Britiſh Dominions iz North America, as large, 
populous, and powerful as France and Spain in Eu- 
rope; an Improvement that is moſt certainly very 


Polſible. 
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_ FABFACE 
© The Author of this Eflay is very ſenſible, that a 
complete Scheme of this Nature, can't be expect- 
ed from one Seffion of Parliament, much leſs from 


a ſingle Perſon, how wiſe or able ſoever be may be; 


be therefore confines bimſelf io a few general Hints, 


leaving the great Branches of Trade and Govern- 
ment to the wiſeſt and ableſt Merchants and Poli- 
ticians 3 who, after their beſt Advices, may find them- 
ſelves corrected by future Experience, that unerrin 
Guide, in all human Affairs of Weight and Dif- 
ficulty. | FT 

To 3 this Introduction, and to excite the At- 


tention of my Countrymen, but eſpecially of all true 7 


Patriots, 70 improve all our large Countries, whereg 
nine Parts in ten lie at preſent neglected in the Nor- 
thera America; I deſire them to conſider, what 
great Eſtates have been gained by Merchants and others 
from our Plantations in the laſt Century ] How in- 
conſiderable had we now been, and ſo bad Spain and 
Portugal, without the late great Acceſſions from 
America? And how great, very great a Figure both 
Spain and Portugal may hereafier make among the 
Powers of Europe, if they improve Braſil and the 
Spaniſh Weſt Indies in the preſent Age, as they 
have done in the laſt Century, beyond, perhaps, very 
much beyond all their own Hopes, and our Imagina- 
tion ] This is far from being an improbable Notion ; 
for thoſe two Crowns are already in Poſſeſſion of all 
the Sea Coaſt of Southern America, within a Trifle : 
And this is a Continent full as large as all Europe; 
and beſides this vaſt Tract, the Spaniards are in actual 
* Poſſeſſion of all the Weſtern Shore of North America, 
and a very large and well peopled Terra firma, where 
the King of Spain has ſome Millions of Subjefts, Had 
that Prince, and the King of Portugal been Maſters 
of our Naval Powers, all America might have been 
theirs intirely, without a ſingle Competitor: And on 


the | 
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the . other band, had Britain purſued their firſt Diſ- 


* coveries with the ſame Prudence and Vigour as Spain 
and Portugal have ever done, we alſo might have ſeiz*d 
all the Eaſtern Shore of America, and in time be- 
come abſolute Lords of the whole, without a Rival, 
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Diſcharging the Debts, improving the 
Lands, and enlarging the Trade, of 
the Britiſo Dominions in Europe and 

America. wh 


IRELAND, 


$2LWAYS reckon'd in the remoteſt 
Antiquity one of the Britiſh 1/lands, 
WA We> plac'd by the great Author of the Uni- 
AJ verſe neareſt to Great Britain, ca- 
S& \J pable by its native Wealth and Si- 
tuation of very great Improve- 
ments; and may by wiſe Expedients be advanc'd 
to a very high Degree of Wealth and Power; and 
both theſe ſo order'd as to be highly beneficial to 
LE IB both 
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both Iſlands. Ireland! the Envy of France wi 
Spain, and in Conjunction with Brilain, when both 
are improy'd to the beſt Advantage, equal to 
France as now reduc'd in the Number of Acrey, 
and muſt be ſuperior in "Trade and Wealth, and 
conſequently in political Poyer. 

This noble 1ſland, much neglected, and unkindly 
us'd in former Reigns, well deſerves our Care and 
our Kindneſs too. After we have been Maſters of 
it 559 Years, ſure tis high Time to put it upon the 
beſt footing. Had it been a Province of France or 
Holland, in how flouriſhing a State had it been ſome 
Ages ago? But of all civiliz?d Mankind we ſeem 
to have been the moſt negligent of ſome national 
Improvements: Mere Neceſſity, nay general Ca- 
lamities, can ſeldom rouze our Attention to the 
publick Wal; witneſs the Behaviour of our divided 
Anceſtors, who were ſubject to the Roman Inva- 
ders about go Years, then to the Saxons and Danes 
above 500 Tears; and laſtly, Britain has ſtood di- 


vided into two diſtint Monarchies above a third 


500 Years. Though the Natives are all of the 


fame Language, except a few; and of the ſame 


Laus and Religion, yet hardly now united in Aﬀe- 
ction! Theſe are really glaring Inſtances of the 
Weakneſs of human Wiſdom. Are no wiſe Expe- 
dients to be found out at this Time? Won't our 
Debts and our Dangers too ſpur our Inventions ? 
Our Debts are known to. all our Enemies, and our 
Dangers too; they only wait for a favourable Jun- 
Eture abroad, for a Popiſb Revolution 1 is never out of 
their View. 

Many of the old Nobiliry of the native Iriſp are 
indeed extinguiſh'd, but not a few remain deſcend- 
ed from their ancient petty Kings, and other great 


Families, who, though now in low Circumſtan- 


ces, wait for a good „ well knowing 
they 


Ireland. 1 


they have above a 100000 ſtanch Friends in tar 

at all Times, and perhaps not fewer in Britain, 
amongſt Papiſts and deluded Proteſtants. If the 
Conclave at Rome, and the Cardinal at Paris; ſhould 
by ſome plauſible fetch bring France and the other 
Popiſh Powers in Europs into a Catholick League, 
humanly ſpeaking the Emperor would ſoon over- 
run the foreign Proteſtants, and France might invade 
and diſtreſs us, divided by our domeſtick Enemies. 
Our Fleets, though confeſſedly numerous, and 
well appointed, could not protect us from ſo near a 
Neighbour in all Winds and Seaſons; this our moſt 
ſkilful Seamen muſt admit; wherein then muſt 
our Security be, if the Protefant Powers are di- 
vided, and the Popiſh are united? I know none under 
God, but a firmer Union amongſt our ſelves, and 
the Diſcharge of our National Debts. 

The firſt good Step towards both, may be the 
Umon of Ireland with Great Britain in Burdens, 
Privileges, and one Parliament; as for Religion, 
the Biſsaps and: Clergy (who talk ſo much of the 
Cure of Sonis, and the Dunger of Popery) tis to be 
hop'd they will take more care of the poor Natives, 
r= moſt diſhonourable Neglect of near 200 
The native Jriſh are Britons. by Deſcent, as ap- 
pears from their Language, Cuſtoms, &c. and the 
Engiſa and Scots lately ſettled there (who poſſeſs + 
of che Lands) they are as well qualified as any of 
their Neighbours, and very deſirous of enjoyiug 
the Liberties and Privileges of Britons in Ireland, 
Had King James or Charles I. employed half the 
Zeal in ſettling Vreland, as was ſpent in oppreffive 
Purſuits, &c. the diſmal Tragedies of 1640. and 1698. 
had never been acted, and unſpeakable Damages 
on both ſides had been prevented. | 


s | The 


4 Ireland. 

The Iſland, as all other Countries, may be con- 
ſider'd with regard to the People and the Property: 
The Inhabitants are about 12 Hundred Thouſands, 
and the Acres about 17 Millions. The Proteſtants, 
always zealous for our Civil Eſtabliſhment, are 
about + part; and the Papiſts £ part of the whole 


| Nation; the latter are implicitely ſubject to the 


Pope in Spirituals, and too well affected to the 
———7 in Temporals; eaſily led in former 
Times by Spain and Rome into great Diſorders ; 
for both made uſe of the Natives of Ireland againſt 
Queen Elizabeth, in all their Plots during her long 
Reign, giving conſtant Alarms, or being in actu- 
al Rebellion : Strong Hopes, blind Zeal, and a 
total Reſignation to their Prieſts, keep em in 
readineſs to execute the Commands of their Spiri- 
tual Fathers. Is a Party ſo numerous io be always 
ſlighted * Out of Charity to them, and Love to 
our ſelves, *tis high Time to take a wiſe Care of 
our ſelves and them; and by a generous Conduct to 
the Prieſts and People, make them one with us in 
Religion and Affection, before new Troubles are at- 
tempted. Mr. Cambden in his Annals tells us, the 
reducing Ireland in Queen Elizabeth's Reign coſt 
1,198,7171. Sterling. Sir ohn Burlace computes 
the Rebellion 1641. to have coſt 400, ooo Lives on 
both fides, and above 22 Millions Sterling. Sir 
William Petty reckons the Damage at 3 Millions. 
Mr. Dean Story, in his Hiſtory of the late War in 
Ireland, reckons our Expence on that Occaſion at 


above 6, 600, ooo J. Are we in a Condition to ſpare 


more Millions on a like Occaſion? Will a wiſe 


People, at this Time too, neglect this Affair? 


Our Debts, and our preſent Burdens, do loudly 
demand perfect Union with Ireland, which in one 
Century would vaſtly improve our Civil Power, 

and ſhut up the back Door againſt foreign Invaders, 


at 


Treland. 5 
at which otherwiſe the Pretender and Popery any 
one Day enter. 

The Terms of an Union muſt be left to our Tax 
giſlature, but with great Submiſſion J hope I may 
be allow'd humbly to obſerve, that ſince there is 
the ſame Form of Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment in England and Ireland: This is a great Step 
towards a Union in Taxes, Trade, Privileges, and 
in one Parliameni. 

The Revenue of Ireland at preſent, perhaps; 
about 500,000/. #* Ann. would ſoon advance; 
and a Land Tax, Exciſe, Cuſtoms, and other Duties, 
make forthwith a good Addition: ro our Sinki 
Fund, perhaps 80,0007. or 100, ooo l. #* Annum. 
O. Cromwell, by an Ordinance 23 June, 1654. ap- 
pointed a Tax in Ireland upon all Eſtates Real and 
Perſonal of 10,0001.  Menſem for two Years, 
and 14,0001]. & Menſem afterwards. 

Their Repreſentatives for the Houſe of Peers 
may be four Archbiſhops, and twenty or twenty 
four temporal Lords; and for the thirty two Counties 
thirty two Knights, four Burgeſſes for Dublin; and 
for Cork, Kilkemny, Waterford, Galloway, Drogheda, 
Londonderry, and Limerick, two each; and one for all 
the petty Boroughs in each County; or ſuch other 
Proportion as the Revenue of Ireland ſhall bear to 
the Revenue of Great Britain. What Blood and 
Treaſure had been ſav'd, had a happy Union been 
ſettled by Queen Elizabeth or King James I? 
My Readers will excuſe me, if I add out of the 
Engliſh Edition of Cambden, by the ' preſent - Biſhop 
of London, p. 1414. The Piety of the Kings 
of England has not in any one Thing been 
„ more defective, than in a due Adminiſtra- 
tion in Ireland, propagating Religion, modetli 
« the State, and civilizing the Inhabitants ; which 
« i for many Ag have been little regard- 
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6 Zreland. 


« ed.“ One would think an Iſland fo large and 
near; the Soil and Paſture ſo rich; the Harbors 
and Rivers ſo many, and ſo commodious for Trade, 
ſhould deſerve and challenge our future Care, Cc. 
The ſeveral petty Kingdoms in Spain, and little 
divided Sovereigrities in Britain and France, bred 
endleſs Wars and Corifuſtons ; which fince their 
Union and Incorporation have ceaſed : Their for- 
mer ſeparate State and Intereſts being in Time 
quite worn out of the remembrance of the oy of 
the People, and all. Feuds extinguiſh'd,  _ 
Wales, before its Union with England, was al 
ways an open Enemy or uncertain Priend, but ſince 
its Union it has continued a moſt dutiful part of the 
Commonwealth. Since it fubmitted to os Engliſh 
Conſtitution the Natives are become intirely ours in 
Zeal and Affection; yet the Union of Wales was 
attended with Difficulties, for their Language, 
Laws, and Cuſtoms, were very different from 
ours; but Ireland has almoſt the very fame with 
us ; it has for ſome Ages been uſed to the Engliſb 
Government, and had in ſome reſpects a better 
Title to an Union with us,. being now perhaps 
more than five Times the Weight in whe 4 of 
Wealth and Power than Wales, and is ſtill capable 
of much greater Improvement; and our Country- 
men in Lreland having been great Sufferers in many 


Ages for their firm Adherence to Eugland, ha ve 


ſome Claim to our regard; but the Welch before 


the Union were our bereditary Enemies. 


In ſhort, a Union in Burdens, Privileges, and 
Parliament, would have theſe neceſſary and molt 
deſireable Confequencesz —_ 

I. It would give intire Gali factian and Camry to 
eur own Countrymen ſettled there, and to many who 
live in A Ha but. have my Eſtates in Ireland. 


2. Re. 


0 * 


KEE 


' half in its Dimenſions, and the Richneſs of its 
Soil: And equal to Scotland in Number of Acres; 


| but above double its native Capority for Improve- . 
| ment. 
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in all Reſpects with England, it may then pro- 


e 


2. Reduce tbe Natives PR and wiſe Me- | 
thods, from Popery and Idleneſs, to our wy tar 
and Method of nay, 

3. Cut off all the Hopes of our popiſh Nei obbouys 
abroad and at home, from the 3 Num- 
bers of Papiſts, at preſent devoted to a foreign 
Iniereſt. 

* Increaſe our Trade, and conſequently all the 
Rents, and alſo the publick Revenue in Ireland. 

5. Haſten the Diſcharge of our great Debts, and 
enable us to make a much ms: F. e in 
Cbriſtendom. 

For Ireland 3 in its Natural State, 
when compared with England and Wales, is near 


= 


Whenever Ireland therefore is equally improved 


duce a Revenue, modeftly ſpeaking, near e qual 
to one Third of the Revenue of England, 3 — 
and Axtraordinary; which would be a vaſt Ad- 
dition to the Power of the Britiſh {lands by Sea 
and Land, in Caſe of a General War abroad, and 
leflen our publick Burdens on all ordinary and ex- 
traordinary Occaſions, about one third Part. 

This being admitted, which, I believe, they 
who have the beſt Judgment are not unwilling to 
acknowledge, then, by that Time our National 
Debts are fully diſcharged, and Feland fully im- 
proved, whenever the publick Occaſions, which 
muſt be very rare, if it ever happens again, ſhould 
require the largeſt Contriburons, | 


Britain 


— — 
— —_———— 
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per Ann. 
Britain can raiſe by 45. on Land, 2, ooo, ooo /, 
And, by Duty on Malt, 600,000 
By the Funds now mortgaged, about 3,000,000 
£5 5,600,000 l. 
And Ireland at the Loweſt 5 + B&o fr 
when improved fully loin hang 
| 7,460,000 


— 


1 


Which is a Revenue far above any Prince's in 
Cbriſtendom, except the French King's: But his was 
always overſtrained. 4 | 

And this vaſt Sum might be rais'd within the 
Tear, when the Funds are diſingaged ; though tis 
altogether unlikely, that ever our future Circum- 
ſtances at home or abroad can lead us into ſo great 
an Expence. h 

But if that ſhould poſſibly happen, we have 
another Reſourſe of Wealth and Power in his Ma- 
jeſty's vaſt and extenſive Dominions on the North Con- 
tinent of America, which by a wiſe Regulation may, 
in Time, render us ſuperiour vaſtly to all our 
Neighbours in Europe. | 


A Land Society, for the Improvement of 
waſte barren Lands, Bog-Lands, and re- 
covering of Loughs and Meers, &c. in 
Great-Britain and Ireland. 90 


Privileges, for purchaſing, on equitable Terms, 

the reſpective Proprietors, all the waſte and 
Bog-lands, and a Grant from the Crown of all 
waſte Lands, Foreſts, Chaſes belonging to the 
| Crown, 


| / 
J. a Society were incorporated, with all requiſite 
O 
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Crown, and Loughs and Meers conſtantly cover- 
ed by Land- waters, or Inlets of the Sea - water, 
and of all other Lands never yet improved, Sc. 
it is not to be doubted, but many Parts of Great 
Britain and Ireland, which now afford no Profit, 


KR 


but are often a Nuſance, and at ſome Times a very 
great Annoyance to the adjacent /nbabitants, might 
bereduced to good and profitable Terra firma, with 
A great. Advantage to the Nation in general, and 
" to the Society in particular. | 
: Every body knows, that there are in fa& ſuch 
—" KF unwholeſome and unprofitable Tracts or Waſtes, 
1 Sc. but the Expence is altogether too great for 
25 any private Undertaker; and yet the Under- 


taking is highly reaſonable upon many Accounts. 


E The Quantity of good Lands recoverable is not 
is to be aſſigned; yet an Eſtimate may be attempt- 
1- ed in the following Manner, but with great Sub- 
at miſſion to better Judges, | 

7 3 fy . Engliſh Acres, 
a= The barren or waſte Lands, viz. 

- Mountains, Moors, Foreſts, wet 

y Lowlands, Crown-lands little im- % 

ur proved, Lands recoverable from \ 3, ooo, ooo 


large Lakes and 'nlets of the Sea, 
Sc. may be fairly computed to be 


of in all Great-Britain, about 
e- The Mountains, Bog- lands, and 
in waſte Lands in Ireland, uſeleſs to 


the Owners, and noiſome to the ) 3,000,000 
Neighbourhood, were computed | ' 1 


ite by the famous Sir William Petty, who 
ns, ſurveyed the Couniry, at about 
nd 1 9 f 


10 Improving waſte Lands. 

'  TheBogs in Ireland are very many, and very large, 
over-ſpreading great Tracts of Land in moſt 
Counties; bur when drain'd, make excellent rich 
Meadow Lands, as is well known in many Parts 
of Ireland; yet the Expence and great Scarcity 
of Money in that Country; hinders moſt of the 
Owners from attempting ſo uſeful and very pro- 
fitable an Improvement. The Gentlemen and 


Landbolders in Ireland, are very ſenſible how great- 


ly ſuch an Undertaking would advance the Wealth 
of their Country, and render the Air more ſerene 
and wholefome. They have wiſhed for a good 
Law to ſet forward ſo uſeful and beneficial a 
Deſign 3 but, as I have ſaid, cannot engage in 
the Expence, without the Concurrence of a Br;- 
tiſh Purſe, Bedford Level was undertaken by a 
Joint Stock. 8 


The Reduction of the Loughs or Lakes in Ire- 


land, to a much narrower Compaß, may in ſome 


manner prove a Work of Expence and Difficulty 3 


yet when advanced as far as Art and Induſtry can 
effect it, will well reward the Undertakers. 

Some of theſe Lougbs or Inland Seas cover many 
thouſand Acres, as Zough-Neagh, and Lougb-Earn 


do each of them about 100,000 Acres, and the reſt, | 


which are very many, though leſs; eſpecially in 
the Provinces of Uiter and Connaught, ſpread their 
Waters over a great Quantity of Lands. The 2 


large Loughs before-named, may probably very 


much diminiſh in their Extent, by removing the 
reat Rocks that hinder the free Paſſage of their 
Writers into the Sea, at Balli Shannon, and near 
Colraine. © Tis well known, that the Shannon in 
its Paſſage from Lough- Allen to Limerick being ve- 
ry much obſtructed by Shallows or Fords, ſpreads 
its Waters on both Sides the Current, over large 
Tracts of Lands. The Navigation of this great 
ans 
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and noble River, is, by thoſe Fords, and a Ledge 
of Rocks about ſeven Miles above Limerick, en- 
tirely obſtructed above the Town 3 whereas, 
with no great Expence, it might be made na- 
vigable for large Veſſels; and many thouſand 
Acres of good Land regain'd. | 

The mountainous Parts of North Brittain, which 
take up a great Part of that Country, and the 
vaſt Moors and Fen-lands in Northumberland, Cum- 
berland, and York/hire ; and the mountainous Parts 
of Wales, and of Tyrone, Antrim, Londonderry, 
Donnegall, and other Counties of Ireland, will be 
ſpatious Fields for Improvement: But to mention 
all theſe, with the many large Foreſts, and other 
unimprov'd Lands belonging to the Crown and 
the Subjects, would be endleſs as well as needleſs. 
Upon Suppoſition that ſix Millions of Acres may 
be ſo improv'd, as to produee one with another 
25. per Acre, that —— 300, ooo. per Ann. 
will be a ſufficient Equivalent to the publick 
Creditors, for ſix or ſeven Millions of their Claims 
on the Government, and add a great Strength to 
the Revenue. 

It appears by an Act paſſed 23 Hen. 8. Cap. 5. 
that Commiſſioners of Sewers were appointed and 
impower'd to clear the Channels of Rivers, and to 
recover Lands that were overflown, Sc. This has 
met with good Succeſs in many Counties, preſerving 
and alſo increaſing the beſt of our grazing Lands. 
What good Effects might follow the Joint-En- 
deavours of a large Society for improving all our 
uſeleſs Acres in both Iſlands, is not eaſy to con- 
jecture; eſpecially if what they recover and im- 
prove be free from all Taxes for twenty Years, 
and ſome Millions of Acres in our Northern Plan- 
tations be veſted in the Society to compleat their 
Equivalent, if it be found neceſſary, with a Pars 

C 2 liamentary 
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liamentary Aſſurance of all requiſite Aids and Aſ- 
ſiſtance for the better Security of an effeual well 
eftabliſhÞ*d Equivalent. 

In our preſent Circumſtances, when the Na- 
tional Creditors begin to be diſtreſs'd by the lower- 
ing Intereſt, and want of Ways and Means to em- 
ploy their Money, annually paying off by tbe ſink- 
ing Fund, what can be propoſed more for their 
Benefit, than taking ſome Millions of Acres, when 
well recover'd and improv'd, at their true Value, 
in lieu of ſo much of their Principal Sums, at the 
Rate of twenty Years Purchaſe, which may, at 
the Time of executing the Contract, produce to 
the Creditors at leaſt 4 per Cent. clear? We never 
yet had Occaſion to look after theſe large Tracts 
of uſeleſs and unimproved Acres; if now we ne- 
glect to recover and improve them, when they 
may be turned into Eſtates of two or three hundred 
thouſand Pounds per Ann. to be purchaſed by ſuch 
Creditors of the Government,. on the moſt inviting 
Terms, ſuch an Opportunity may never happen 
again to the Government for advancing the landed 
Intereſt: Nor for the publick Creditors, for ſecuring 
their Principal by unexceptionable Equivalents in 
Terra firma in Great Britain and Ireland, that may 

produce an annual and perpetual Rent, equal, at 
leaſt, if not ſuperior to the preſent Intereſt they 
receive for their Money in the Funds; and even 
that Intereſt is very likely to be ſinking conſtantly, 
whilſt we have Peace at home and abroad. 

There ſeems to be good Reaſons to expect, 
that the Lands which may be ſett out for an Equi- 
valent to the National Creditors, may, upon Trial, 
be very poſſibly found to contain as many Acres 
as all the Seven Provinces, which may be about 
ſeven Millions, The States have well improved 
every Foot of their Terra firma z and had that 


wiſe 
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wiſe and induſtrious Commonwealth, at the Time they 
revolted from the Crown of Spain, found in their 
Dominions ſo much Land neglected and unimpro- 
ved, every Acre would long ſince have been fully 
cultivated, and farm'd or ſold to the higheſt Bidder. 
*Tis not improbable, that ſome of that State may 
be as ready to diſpoſe of their Money in this pro- 
firable Adventure, as they have always been in 
our publick Funds; and well they may, ſince the 
publick Intereſt in Holland is no- more than 2, or 
2 4 per Cent. 


Of our PLANTATIONS on the North Con- 
tinent of AMERICA, 
W HEN I reflect upon the many Settlements 
1 of the Spantards and Portugueze, who are 
at this Time Maſters of all the Southern Continent 
of America, beſides the large Countries poſſeſſed 
by the. Spaniards in North America; and that all 
theſe Settlements are for the moſt Part in the 


choiceſt and richeſt Countries of the New World, 
poſſeſſed and improved by them in the !wo laſt Cen- 


furies: I cannot but ſtand amaz'd at their incredi- 


ble Diligence, and our own unaccountable Negli- 
gence, who have for ſeveral Reigns ſat quiet and 
contented, whilſt we ſaw bem diſpatching Fleets 
and Colonies in ſuch Numbers, till at laſt they 
left s, for our Share of the New World, what a 
few private Hands ill us'd and begger'd at home, 


have occupy'd and improv'd in the laſt Century, 


under great Diſadvantages and Diſcouragements, 

which perhaps are owing to a Jealouſy of their 

growing too powerful, 

Had a like Spirit reigned in the Courts of Lis- 

bon and Madrid, how poor a Figure would they 
| have 
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have now made in Chriſtendom ? London it ſelf had 
not been the London we now behold it, the Glory 
of our Iſland, the Envy and the Capital of Chriſten- 
dom; nor many of our Sea Ports advanced to their 

reſent flouriſhing State, if our Plantations too late- 
ly ſettled, and too little encouraged, had not o- 

en'd new Sources of Commerce for our great 
and populous Iſland. 


Our Colonies indeed, if compar'd with the Spa- 


niſþ for Wealth and Populouſueſs, are perhaps but as 
1 to 7. We have here and there (I mean upon 
the Continent) a Town on the Sea Coaſt, I could 
ſoon reckon them; but the Spaniſh Settlements a- 
bound with large Cities and Towns of the ſecond 


and third Rank. Mexico perhaps comes ſhort of 


none in Europe, but London and Paris. 
The Towns in our Colonies are all, except Bo- 
ſton, New York, and Philadelphia, very inconſide- 
rable; without Fortifications, and open, in Caſe of 
a War, to an Enemy of ſmall Force, who may 
eaſily ſeize Annapolis in Accadie, and St. John's 


in Newfoundland, and break up our other little 


Settlements, as the French actually did in the laſt 
Wars. | 

Boſton, the Capital of New England, may be 
maſtered at any time by ſeven or eight Battalions, 
and the Indians from Canada in the French Intereſt ; 
and then that whole Colony muſt ſubmit. All 
the Towns up the Delawar, a fingle Man of War 
of fifty Guns, or two at the moſt, may inſult and 
ruin. In the Bay of Cheſapeał, we have not one 
Town of two hundred Houſes, except Williams- 
bourg lately built, though the Planters are pretty 
numerous on both Sides. | 


North and South Carolina are greatly expos'd 2 
Their preſent low Condition is their beſt Security. 


In this Situation are we from Newfoundland to South 
Carolina, 


4 
4 
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Carolina (a Coaſt of above 6oo Leagues) in Cafe 
r 3 wee 5 
On the other hand, Spain has ſeveral well for- 
tify'd Sea Ports ®, as the Havanna, with three or 
four Caſtles, and two hundred and forty Cannon. 
Porto bello and Caribagena are as well ſecur'd, by 
Fortifications and ſtrong Garriſons. Tis true, 
Admiral Ponti became Maſter of Carthagena, 1697, 
but it was by the Treachery of a Spaniard, who 
had been cruelly whipt by the Governor. 

The Spaniſh and Portugueſe Settlements were be- 
gun early, about the Year 1300; and ſince car- 
ried on and improv'd by the wiſeſt Methods, un- 
der the Authority, and often at the Expence of 
the Public: Tis by this they were raiſed to their 
preſent flouriſhing Condition, inſomuch that Mexi- 
co out-ſhines moſt of our European Courts, On 
the other hand, our Colonies were begun about 
an hundred Years after, by Perſons forced hence 
by Oppreſſion and Perſecution, who ſtill complain 
of Reſtraints and Hardſhips. 

But our Neighbours, Spain and Portugal are 
much before-hand with us, in ſettling and im- 
proving ſome of the fineſt Parts of America, and 
by the Diſcovery of their Gold and Silver Mines. 
In their vaſt and numerous Provinces, which are 
become very rich and populous, an infinite Num- 
ber of Clergy, Civilians, Military Officers, and Per- 
ſons of the firſ# Rank are ſettled and employed 
there, beſides Artificers, and People of the loweſt 
Rank, without Number; which together per- 
haps exceed the Inhabitants of Old Spain in all 
Reſpects. boy 

We have given Names to Countries on the 
North Eaſt Continent of America, of great Extent 


* See Ovalle, and the Hiſtory of the Buccaneers, = 
indeed, 
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indeed, and capable of vaſt Improvements; for 


our Plantations or Provinces there, reach about 


2 000 Miles upon the Coaſt. In the more Northerly, 


Naval Stores and Timber for Sea-Service abound ; 


and Wines in Time, as well as all other Staple 


Commodities in Europe, may be produced in New 


York, New Ferſey, Penſilvania, Maryland, Virginia, 


and Carolina, Countries that highly deſerve our 


Regard, by all the Accounts we daily re- 


ceive. 


To be particular, I begin with Newfoundland ; 
an Iſland, perhaps, as large as Ireland, containing 
about 16 Millions of Acres, having many excellent. 
Ports and Bays, claim'd by us about two hun- 


dred Years, but neither ſettled nor peopled but 
by about three or four hundred Families, em- 
ploy'd in the Fiſhery, which perhaps is one of 
the moſt profitable Branches of our Trade. The 


Iſland is much coveted by our Neighbours. Had 
the French or Dutch our Naval Power, no doubt; 
it had been well planted, and ſecured long ſince, 


and all other Nations excluded from its moſt ad- 


vantageous Fiſhery. Beſides, that Ifland would 


cover and favour the French great, Settlement on 
St. Laurence River, and during a War, cut off, in 


a manner, all Correſpondence between Europe and our. 


Northern Colonies, which a timely wiſe Precaution 
may not only prevent, but proper Settlements 
and Fortifications would in time exclude all Foreign- 
ers, and in a manner block up. the Paſſages tothe 
French Colony in Canada; al] which duly conſider- 
ed, make it very neceſſary to look after this va- 
luable and: To which there reſort annually 6 or 
700 Veſſels for the Fiſhery, in which France bas 
lately gained great Privileges, by the late Treaty. 
of Utrecht, after they had deſtroy'd all our Settle- 
ments, with a ſmall Force ſent from Europe; and 
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they may do the like again, if we are not, be- 
fore another War, provided for them. 
The Engliſh and French ſend hither about 400 
S Veſlels . and the clear Profits of the ſaid Fi- 
ſhery are by ſome reckon'd much above 300, oo0 /. 

. South Weſt from Newfoundland, hes Acadie, or 

New Scotland, a Country of above 20 Millions of 
Acres, abounds in good Ports, and in ſome of 
the beſt Oak in the World for Shipping, as 
Baron La Hontan aſſures us, in his Scheme pre- 
ſented to Lewis XIV 3, wherein he propos'd to 
gain from us the Iroqueſe, with whoſe Aſſiſtance 
they might ſoon over-run New England, and New 
York, This valuable Province ( Acadie ) was diſ- 
cover'd near two Ages paſt, and afterwards grant- 
ed 1621, by James I. to Sir William Alexander 3 
Charles 1. gave Maryland to the Lord Baltimore, 
both large Countries, to private Subjects! But 
New Scotland has been neglected by Us and the 
French too, till very lately. We have there very 
few Settlements z Annapolis is the Chief, a poor 
{mall Place, but ſeated on a large noble Haven. 
In this Country our Government may diſpoſe of 
many, perhaps 10 Millions of Acres; and from 
hence, perhaps, and from our more Soutberly Pro- 
vinces, we may be ſupply'd with all our Naval 

Stores, This Country, Sa Newfoundland, and 

the Je of Cape Breton, might be made. a good 

| Barrier againſt all Communication between France 
and Canada. 

: Adjoyning to the South IVeft of Acadie or New 
Scotland, lies New England, he beſt planted of all 
our Colonies on the Continent, containing about 
ninety thouſand Brittiſh Inhabitants, many good 
Towns and Villages, and above 15 Millions of 
Acres planted and unplanted ; of which laſt the 
Government ny diſpoſe of about perhaps 8 or 
\ 10 Millions, 


18 Plantation. 

10 Millions. N. B. I include in this Account 

+ wg Colony, and Rbode-Iſland, 2 
C 


South Weſt, and adjoyning to New England, lies 


New York Province, including the two Ferſeys, and 
Long Iſland. It is a moſt valuable Province for the 
Finenef of the Climate, Fertility of the Soil, and 


reat Conveniency of the Poris: It may contain a- 


bout 10 Millions of Acres, whereof hardly two or 
three are yet planted ; ſo, here is great Room for 
delightful Settlements, and the Government may 
diſpoſe of ſix or ſeven Millions of Acres, after 
the Proprietors are bought out, who hold under 
2 Grant of Charles II, confirm'd by King James 
the Seconc. 

Adjoyning to New York (in which J include the 
New Ferſeys) to the Weſt, lies Penſilvania; a fine 
Country, much improv'd in 50 Years, fince a 
Colony was firſt ſertled there. The Soil is rich 
and healthy, producing excellent Corn and Grap 
This Colony is in a very flouriſhing Condition, 
but not a twentieth Part clear*d and inhabited; 

though the Europeans are computed at above 
30,000 Souls, The Quantity of Acres unplanted, 
and to be diſpos'd of, (when redeem*d from the 
Proprietors, Mr. Pen's Heirs) may be much 
above fix Millions, great Part of which are as 
fruitful, and many more fertile than any in Great 
Britain. There are, at preſent, ſix Counties in 
this Colony; and People from Britain, Ireland, 
Holland, and Germany continually are reſorting 
thither. If my Information be right, William 
Pen's Children, who are the preſent Proprie- 


tors, have thirty Mannors there, beſides other 


Intereſts worth a very great Sum, *tis high time 

to redeem ſuch a growing Property, and a annex the 

Country to the Crown. pl 
1 — 
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| Adjoyning to Penſilvania, on the South, les 
Maryland, a flat Country, containing about 10 
Millions of Acres, moſt of which are unplanted ; 
the Soil very rich, the Inhabitants towards thirty 
thouſand, the Counties already laid out eleven, 
and the Acres unplanted above fix Millions, which 
may alſo be diſpos'd of by the Government, 
( when redeem'd out of the Hands of the Pro- 
prietors) and a much greater Number in all theſe 
Plantations Weſtward, and to the North Weſt, when 
the Inhabitants are increaſed. It muſt be obſer- 
ved here, that moſt extravagant Grants of Coun- 
tries, ſome near as large, if not bigger than 1re- 
land, were made by Charles I, and Charles II, to 
private Subjects, which ought to be re- united to 
the Crown, after a reaſonable Compenſation to 
the Proprietors, and then diſpos'd of by Parlia- 
ment to new Adventurers, ſaving the Rights of 
the preſent Planters. 

On the South of Maryland, lies Virginia, Of 
this fine Country, we have lately two very good 
Accounts publiſhed by the Rev. Mr. Jones, a 
Clergyman, who has lived there many — 
and Col. Beverly a Native, and a very ſenſible 
Perſon ; who tell us, 

„That there are now laid out 29 Counties, 
ce which abound in great Plenty of the beſt Pro- 
« viſions and Materials for Building: And the 
Soil is ſo fertile, that one Buſbel of Corn produces 
* {ometimes 60 or 80 of a fine large Grain; that 
for Plenty and Fairneſs of the Fruit, no Coun- 
* try can compare with Virginia, their Orchards 
being large and numerous, and the wild Fruits 
„ abound in all Parts. From Peaches they diſtil 
<« an excellent Liquor, like Citron Water. Perry 
e and Cyder are made in vaſt Quantities, and 
« White — Red Wi ines, lately by Col. Beverly, 
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with good Succeſs ; ſo that he and others be- 
„ gan to plant Vineyards. A Silk Manufacture 
% might be eſtabliſhed, the Mulberries thriving 
c exceedingly 3 and Hops too, much better than 
in England. The phyſical Plants are numberleſs. 
* Pit Coals appear in many Places near the Sur- 
* face of the Earth; and Iron enough to ſtock all 


Europe, and much ſurpaſſing, for Cheapneſs and 
* Goodneſs, all that is yet known, 


E 


cc 


Mr. Jones propoſes Terms to make a Provi- 


ſion for all the Poor of Great Britain; for the 
Support of which, ſome compute that above 
600,000 /. may be raig'd yearly. And he concludes 
his Account with this Obſcbvation upon all our 
Plantations z That the Extent, Wealth, Goods 
6 conſum*d, Duties and Cuſtoms, occaſioned by our 
& Colonies, are well worthy our moſt ſerious Con- 

«6 ſigeralion, being Countries much larger, ( I add, 
* above twice larger) than all bis Majeſty's Do- 
& minions in Europe. Col. Beverly obſerves, 
That Virginia is one of the fineſt Countries in the 
World for. Improvement, but much prejuaic'd by the 


ſeparate Grant of Maryland. 


T he Britiſh Inhabitants here are above 60,000, 
but without Towns or Fortifications, and expos'd 
to the Inſults of Pirates and Privateers, who may 


enter, when they pleaſe, the great Bay of Cheſa- 


peak, and make Depredations without Oppoſition, 


in time of War eſpecially ; when they may ſtop 


the whole Trade of Export and Import to Mary- 


land and Virginia, and diſtreſs thoſe noble Planta- 
tions in the higheſt Degree. 


A ſhort Canal of about 10 or 12 Miles, I am 
told, would open a Communication between the 


Delawar and Cheſapeak Bay, which would be of 


* ö to DFO. Maryland, Penſilva- 
3 Weds 
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nia, and New Jerſey, in all Seaſons 3 but eſpecial- 
ly in bad Weather, and Time of War, 
On the South Side of Virginia, lies Carolina, 
which alſo is an admirable Country for its Soil, 
natural Product, great Extent, and moſt conve- 
nient Situation to ſerve our own Trade; and 
when Occaſion requires, to defend it, and inter- 
rupt the Plate Fleets and Returns of Spain out of all 
the Bay of Mexico. The Conſtitution of this Co- 
lony was drawn up by the famous Mr. Lock. The 
Port and Town of St. Auguſtino (once very weakly 
attack'd by a ſmall Body of Carolineaus) might 
eaſily be maſter'd by two Battalions, and three or 
four ſmall Men of War, if not by the Sailors a- 
lone; and might ſoon be made very ſtrong, where 
a ſmall Squadron might intercept all the Spaniſi 
Trade, and render the Gulf of Florida impracticable 
to Spain in time of War. The Britiſh Inhabitants 
here are about 10 or 12000, in great Want of ma- 
ny Regulations to make the Colony ſafe and flou- 
riſhing. Nature here is moſt indulgent to the Planters, 
as in many other Plantations z but our preſent 
Schemes are very unfavourable, Till a better of- 
fers, which their and our Circumſtances loudly 


demand, I humbly propoſe the following Sketch, 


to be conſider'd and improv'd by abler Hands, 
or at leaſt to divert my Readers. The following 
Hints, though now likely to be thought mpolitick 
and Chimerical, may, ſome of them at leaſt, by Po- 
ſterity be judg*d of ſome Conſequence, for this 
important Reaſon ; * That if we neglect to improve 
and ſecure our Settlements on the North Continent of 
America, the French will take the firſt Opportunity to 
make themſelves Maſters of all that Northern Conti- 


* 


© * See Neal's Hiſtory of New England, p. 423, 466, 467, 499, 
746, 559, 560. oy 
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ent, as the Spaniards and Portugueſe are already of 
the Southern Continent of America; and ſo divide 
this vaſt New World, and all the Riches of it between 
them, not leaving us at laſt the ſmalleſt Share *, which 
Event will certainly happen, if we don't look a- 
bout us in time. And then the Ports and King- 
dom of France will receive all the Profits and Im- 
provement, which we have enjoy'd for many 
Years; and London, with our other Ports, will 
ſoon return to the low Condition they were in 100 
Years ago. With ſuch a vaſt Addition to the Power 
F France, bow formidable would ſhe grow ? And 
how weak and contemptible ſhould we become, 
by the Loſs of ſo many noble Provinces? That 
the late French King and his Council have had 
ſuch Views, is too apparent to be deny'd, by 
their encouraging, ſo much, a new Settlement 
on the Miſſiſippy, and their populous Settlement 
on the great River of S.. Laurence, to which they 
have now a free Acceſs by the Iſle of Breton, lately 
given up to them by the Treaty of Utrecht, which 
was to Britain a very injurious and impolitick Ar- 
tiele; but may, however, be retriev'd at ſome 
good Opportunity hereafter. | = 


HinTs for improving and ſecuring our 
PLANTATIONS, 


r. That the Government redeem all Grants of 
Provinces ; viz. Maryland, Virginia, Penſilvania, &c. 
upon reaſonable Terms allowed to the Grantees, 
and that muſt be done very ſpeedily ; for the Va- 
lue of the Grants are riſing yearly. Some ſay Mr. 
Peu's Heirs may compute their Intereſt at two hun- 
dred thouſand Pounds. And that all Lands zo planted 


_ WY 


——— 


—J 


* See alſo Sir William Pkhipps's Reaſons offer d to K. William, 
1691, in Neal's Hiſtory of New England, p. 473. 
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nor improv'd by a Time certain, be taken into the 
Hands of the Government, and diſpos'd of by Par- 
liament, and not by the Aſſemblies of the ſeveral 
Colonies, who foreſtal the new Comers, and raiſe 


the Price of Lands unoccupy'd. By ſuch Re- 


ſumption, and vaſt Tracts of Land never regt- 
ſter'd, our Government may ſoon have in their 
Difpoſal, viz. | 


i Mill. of Acres. 

In Newfoundland 8 or 10 

Millions of In Acadie, or New Scotland 8 or 10 

Acres, at a In New England _ 6 or 7 
very low ) In New Tork, and 2 Jerſeys £0 - 

Compura- \ In Penfilvania 5 or 6 

tion. In Maryland 4 or 5 

In Virginia 6 or 7 

In Carolina, about 10 or 12 


63 Millions. 


MA. 


— nn! 


This Computation is far from taking in ali the 
Lands paſs'd by Royal Grants, under the Names 
above-mentioned ; ſome of which, hereafter, may 
be twice or three times their preſent ſuppoſed Di- 
menſions. Tis ſufficient for my Propoſal, if the 
Government ſhall think fit to diſpoſe of a {mall Pro- 


portion of the Acres above-mentioned, divided 


into Mannors, of 3000 Acres each Mannor, Plan- 
tation Meaſure. 


The wiſe Republick of Venice, in the great Dif- 


ficulties of their Finances in the War of Candia, © 


created ſeventy eight Nobles in their ſmall State, ar 
100,000 Ducats each Family“; for which thoſe 
Families were obliged to preſent Petitions to the 


* — 3 * 


arnet's Letters, and Atlas Cesgr. Naly. 


* See Biſhop 
: Senate. 
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Senate. In the ſmall Extent of the Territory of 
Venice, this was a great Increaſe of their Nobility ; 
the Dominions of that State not being a ſixth Part 
of the Extent of our Plantations above-mention'd ; 
yet this new Sett of Nobles paid for their Titles 
to the publick Service, about ſeventeen hundred 
thouſand Pounds Sterl. . , 

To encourage the Planting of Ulſter i in | Ireland, 
King James |, inſtituted, Anno 1611, the new Or. 
der of Baronets : At firſt, their Number was two 
hundred; each of theſe was oblig'd to maintain 
thirty Soldiers for three Years, at 8 d. per Diem. 
No Lands were given, but this new Dignity alone 
coſt each of the rwo hundred firſt Baronets, abour 
Tiool. Anno 1625, the ſame Order was inſtituted 
in Scotland, for ſettling a Colony in Acadie, or New 
Scotland. And for promoting the Colony in Vi- 
ginia, the Profits of a Lottery dratn in St. Paul's 
Church were to be apply'd. IT mention theſe Parti- 
culars, that my Readers may not ſtartle at the 
following Scheme, which is humbly offer'd to be 
conſider'd, amended, and improv'd by the Go- 
vernment. Our publick Circumſtances, and the 
late Attempts of France, Spain, and the Emperor 
to encourage Trade, and increaſe their Power, 
make it highly neceſſary for us to look about us 
in Time, and to make the beſt of our Lands and 
Trade m Europe and America. 


The SCHEME. 


Our ſeveral Governments on the North Conti- 
nent of America, being too feeble to ſupport 
themſelves in Peace, or in War eſpecially, againſt 
a few Privateers, and the neceſſary Expences of 
the Civil Liſt, for Governors, Officers Civil and 
Military, Judges, Clergy, and Magiſtrates, requi- 
my 


+ + 
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ting new Plans in all the Provinces, tis humbly 
propos'd, that the 'wwhole Britiſh Dominions there 
be divided into Kingdoms or Provinces, and nu- 
der the following Names, viz. ; 6, 

1. Viceroyalty of Carolina, Carolina North and 
South, to be under one Vice Roy, except Part of 
Albemarle County be added to Virginia. 

2. Viceroyalty of Virginia, Virginia and Mary- 


land united, which have often ſuffer'd in their 


ſeparate State, may, for many Reaſons, make a- 
nother Viceroyalty, under the Name of Virginia, 
which was the old Name we gave to both, and 
alſo to Part of Penſilvania; but a Conſideration 
to be allowed Lord Baltimore for his Intereſt in 
Maryland, A Capital City to be rais'd near the 


Center of theſe two Provinces. 


23. Viceroyalty of Georgia. Penſilvatia, New Fer- 
fey, and New York Governments, to be united in- 
to one Viceroyalty, under the Name of Georgia, in 
Honour to his late Majeſty, of bleſſed Memory, and 
of our preſent gracious Sovereign King George; and 


a Capital City to be founded near the Center of 
the new Province. 


4. PViceroyalty of New England. Newhaven, Con- 
necticut, New Plymouth, and Maſſachuſets Colonies, 
with Rhode Iſiand, to be united into one Viceroyalty, 
from the Eaſtern Bank of Hudſon's River, up (N. 
W.) to Champlain Lake, and N. Eaſtward to the 
River of St. John, or to any other Boundary more 
natural : And this will divide all the reſt of the 
Northern Continent, on the South of St. Laurence 
River, into two pretty equal Parts, of which the 
Sertlements above-named to be one Viceroyalty, un- 
der the common Name of New England; and the 
remaining Country, reaching up to Cape Gaſpe 
N. E. and down to the Straits of Canſeaux, South- 
ward, to be call'd the 1 
E 5. Vice- 
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5. Vicerdyaliy of New Scotland. New Scotland, of 
which the Capitol, at preſent, to be Annapolis, 
till the Country is well planted 3 and then a new 
Capitol to be built near the Center of the Coun- 
"Newfoundland to be put into a better State 
for improving and ſecuring the moſ# profitable 
Fiſhery on its Banks; and for the better planting 
a Country of about 16 Millions of Acres, which 
now has hardly 6000 Inhabitants. EGS) 
As theſe large Provinces improve, great Numbers 
of Officers, Eccleſiaſtical, Civil, and Military, 
muſt be appointed; which will take up all thoſe 
of each Profeſſion we can ſpare hence, and many 
more; and good Proviſion may be made for all 
our able poor unemploy*d People. At this Time 
great Complaints are made for a Supply of Clergy 
in Virginia; and when Affairs are a little better 
ſettled in theſe Provinces, a thouſand Divines will 
not be ſufficient to ſupply their Occafions: And 
many of our half Pay Officers firſt advanced in their: 
Ranks, may be ſettled in theſe Provinces, with 
proper Grants of Lands, which will eaſe our Ex- 
pence at home; but it will be proper to continue 
their half Pay for ſome Years, till they are ſettled: 
This was done by the French in ſettling Canada. 
For the better ſettling theſe large Provinces, and 
towards diſcharging our great publick Debts, we may, 
in Imitation of the wiſe Senate of Venice, as before 
hinted; diſpoſe of Honours, and make a Sale of 
all the unoccupy'd Lands, in the foregoing Provin- 
ces, on ſuch Terms, and in ſuch Proportions as 
the Government ſhall think fit: For Inſtance, Ho- 
nours and Lands may be thus diſpoſed of, 


In 
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In Mannors of 3000 Plantation Acres each, viz. 


Honours, in _ Mannors, 


or other Names. 


po: DH. 
A Marquils, I4 
An Earl, 0 
A Viſcount, 10 
A 8 


Acres, 


48000 
42000 
36000 
30000 
24000 


Purchaſe Money. 


24000 l. 
21000 
18000 
15000 
12000 


If this Proportion take Place, then *tis humbly 
ſuggeſted, that if the following Creations be ſer- 
tled in the three following Provinces, the Sums 
raiſed or diſcharged from the National Debts, 
would be as under- mentioned. 


— 


New 


ä — 2 —— 
2 - 8 — — o — 


Dukes, ___ Marquiſles, Earls, Viſcounts, Barons, 
New England, 1 240001, 2 42000), 4 72000], 8 120000/, 16 1920001. 


Georgia, 1 24000. 2 42000 4 72000 8 120000 16 192000 
Virginia, I 24000 2 42000 4 72000 8 120000 16 192000 
1 3 72000 6 126000 12 216000 24 360000 48 576000 
CY — — — — — —— — — — — _—_— | 
E | 1 
YT Or thus: | + 
N - 
, 3 Dukes, 72000. : 
6 Marquiſles, 126000 
Total of Nobles, < 12 Earls, | 216000 Total of the Purchaſe Money, 
| 93. 24 Viſcounts, 360000 1,350,000. 
48 Barons, 576000 | 
BY 
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By the foregoing Scheme, the Number of the 
Nobility in the three large Kingdoms or Provinces a- 
bove, which are four times as big as Ireland, or 
as the State of Venice, are no more than 93; where- 
as Ireland has now above 120 Nobles, and the 
Senate at Venice created 78 Noble Venetians at once, 
who paid for their Honours alone, without ha- 
ving one Foot of Land from the State, about one 
Million ſeven hundred thouſand Pounds ; whereas 
the 93 Nobles bere propos'd, are to be entitled to 
two Millions ſeven hundred thouſand Acres of good 
Lands, diſtributed into Mannors, &c. which Lands, 
when well improved, may produce a very great 
Revenue to the Purchaſers, or their Poſterity, in 
Europe or America. 1 ZN 
Beſides the foregoing Scheme for ennobling 93 
Families, a ſecond Lift is humbly propos'd, for 
four inferior Claſſes of what ſome have call'd our 
Lower Nobility or Gentry ; viz. Tis propos'd to 
have a good Proportion of Commons in each Pro- 
vince, correſponding with the Degrees here in 
England, to form a Lower Houſe in each Parliament 
or Provincial Aſſembly, and to preſerve a due Cor- 
reſpondence in the main Branches with our Britiſb 
Conſtitution, | 


Each 4 Man- | Purchaſe Total 
's nors, or Acres. Money, Sum. 
Baronets 120 12000 60001. 720, ooo l. 
Knights 240 9000 4500 1,800,000 
Eſquires 480 6000 3000 1,440,000 
Gentlemen 1200 3000 1500 1,800,000 


— — 


2040 5,760,000 


2 


To 
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To undertake 3 Provinces at one Time, would, 
perhaps, not be ſo convenient for ſeveral Rea- 


ſons ; a Trial therefore of the foregoing, or a better 
Plan, may be firſt made in one of be Provinces : 


Suppoſe it were in Carolina, which indeed, upon 


many Accounts, requires our immediate Care, for 
its great Value, noble Produce, moſt advantageous .. 
tualion, and yet after ſo many Years, its very un- 
provided and defenceleſs State and Condition, © _ 

The Purchaſe Money. for the Honours and Lands 
aforeſaid, to be ſunk in any of the publick Funds; 
but 4 or 5 per Cent. to be allow'd the Purchaſers 
for a few Years, towards Planting, and Sertling, 
Sc, 


Our Nobility of Great Britain and Ireland, to have 


the firſt Offer of theſe Titles and Lands for their 
younger Sons and Relations. Next, the principal 


Gentry and Merchants, of which latt, ſuch as by 


Purchaſe are enobled, ſhall be obliged to marry 
a Lady out of ſome Britiſh noble Family, that the 
Iſue may be noble by Deſcent as well as Purchaſe, 

The Emperor Charles V, to encourage the firſt 
Settlement in Paraguay, ſent thither 2200 Perſons, 
and 32 Heirs of noble Families. And Emanuel 
and John, Kings of Portugal, ſent ſeveral large 
Fleets to make Settlements in Brazil. 

In 17 Car. I, 2,500,000 Acres of the Rebels 
Lands in Ireland, were ſold to Adventurers, with a 
Power to erect 1000, 2000, or 3000 Acres into 
Mannors. Dutch Proteſtants were admitted after the 
Engliſh Subſcribers. Cities alſo, Boroughs, and 
Companies, had Liberty to ſubſcribe ; and Mili- 


zary Officers did ſubſcribe their Debentures. By this 


Method, large Sums were raiſed for the publick 
Service; many hundreds of Proteſtant Families 
ſettled there, whoſe Poſterity enjoy conſiderable 

2 Eſtates, 
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Eſtates, and add a great Strength to the R 
Intereſt in Ireland. 

N. B. Such as ſhall take a Jeſerwing Lady, with 

a ſmall Fortune, to be allowed a Number of 


Acres extraordinary, in e to ber Rank 
and Quality, viz. 


N Acres. 
A Gentleman's Daughter : 400 
A Knight's 600 
A Baronet's TH 800 
A Baron's „ 1000 
A Viſcount's | 1200 
An Earl's 1400 
A Marquils's 3 1600 
A Duke's 2000 


Or in any other more reaſonable Proportion. 


Alſo the principal Cities, Towns, and Corpora- 
tions in Britain and Ireland, may take Shares, as 
was done by ſeveral Companies of the City of 
London, in James the Firſt's Reign, when Lands 
in Ireland were bought of the Crown, 

A new Diviſion of each Province to be made 
into Counties of about 33 ſquare Miles each, the 
County Town to be near the Center, and each 
County to be divided into a proper Number of 
Hundreds and Pariſhes, The Lands of the No- 
bility to be all together, or in different Parts, but 
of the ſame County. And one Nobleman and no 
more to be ſeated, at preſent, in the ſame County. 
All ſuch Nobility to deſcend by Inheritance to the 
Heirs Male, and to have Vote as a diſtinct Branch 
of the Legiſlature, in the General Aſſemblies, or the 
Parliaments of each Province; and Knights of each 
Shire to be choſen, and Burgeſſes, &c. to conſtitute 

| a Lower 
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a Lower- Houſe, with the ſame Privileges as in 
Great Britain, excepting Privilege againſt Creditors. 
To encourage other Purchaſers of a lower Rank 
who are to be ſtiled Gentlemen and Freeholders, 
only, a Sale may be on the following Terms, or 
in a better Proportion, 5 
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All Grants of Lands, but not improv'd, to be 
made void, as has been ſaid, of which there are 
too many; and all the unoccupy'd and unimpro- 
ved Lands, in all the Provinces on the North Con- 
tinent of America and Newfoundland, to be veſted 
in the Crown, and diſpoſed: of at the Pleaſure of 
the Government, according to this or a better 
Scheme. And all Batchelors and Widowers that 
marry Maids. or Widows of ſmall or no Fortune, 
to be allow'd a proper Quantity of Acres extraor- 
dinary; according to the Birth and Merit of the 

Oman, 

All the Lands oral; to be meaſured: out in. 
Squares, and divided. into Pariſhes, as Convenience 
of Habitation ſhall require: Alſo all Lands to be 
divided into Mangors and leſſer Shares, for the Con- 
veniency of the Purchaſers, and regiſtred in the 
General Regiſter Office, to beerefed in each Province, 
of which a Copy on Parchment to remain with 
each Purchaſer. 

And after the Intereſt ** to the Purchaſers, 
That a Sum of 60 or 80000 /. per Ann. to be 
paid for ſome Vears, to build Churches and Forts, 
and to defray the Civil and Military Liſt of each 
Province, out of the Funds, on which the Prin- 
cipal Sums of the Purchaſers were ſunk or diſ- 
charged, or rather out of a moderate Duty on Salt, 
reviv'd: And theſe Sums to be ſent over, not in 
Specie, but in the Produce or Manufactures of - 
Great Britain. 5 

That a proper Quantity of Capper cold near the 
wif ck Value, be ſent to each Plantation, for pres 
lent; Convenience. 

That 1500 Acres be allowed: for a publ 11 School 
of Languages, Writing, and Accompts 3 — 
1000 Acres, for an Alms-houſe in every County- 
bn 3300 Actes to be made a Glebe for — 

lun F 5 Miniſter 
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Miniſter of a Pariſh; 100 Acres more for the Re- 
pairs of the Church, when built; and 200 Acres 


more for the Poor of every Pariſh. And that 
all the Land-holders before-mentioned, be not 


liable to any Tiibes or Poor Rates, but only to vo- 
luntary Preſents to the Miniſter, and voluntary Cha- 
rities to the Poor, and not otherwiſe. And where 
Biſhops are appointed, who are never to have the 
Charge of above an hundred of the Pariſb-Clergy, 
3000 Acres be laid out for ſuch Biſhop, and 
his Clergy to be exempt from all Taxes of what 
Name ſoever, to him and to the State, except to 
a general Land-Tax on great Exigencies of the 
State, Half Pay Officers to be raiſed in their 
Degrees, and to have Lands aſſigned them as 
Eſquires or Gentlemen, and their Halt Pay to 


continue for five Years: after they are landed in 


America. | | 

All Planters in any of the three, Provinces, who 
fhall have planted and improved their Lands, to 
be entitled to any of the Ranks of Commoners be- 
fore mentioned, upon paying to the State of each 


Province, im Part of their real Income for ſeven 
Years ſucceſſively, or a Compoſition paid down 


ad once. | | 
Phe Lands, after a County of about thirty 


three ſquare Miles is meaſured, to be divided 


thus: The Nobleman whoſe Lot ſhall fall in ſuch 
County, to chuſe firſt, then the Baroneis, then 
Knights and Squires, and the Gentlemen and Freebold- 
ers by Lot, to prevent Diſputes about the Quality 
of. the-Lands and Situations. 

Where Lands are, upon firſt View, leſs fertile 
and improvable, a reaſonable Number of Acres 
to be added to each Lot or Share, by Commiſ- 


ſtoners appointed, or another Share to be ſet out 


in good Lands, And to promote Tillage and Ma- 
| | nufactures, 
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nufactures, all Purchaſers to take with them 
poor Farmers, Tradeſmen, and Pariſh Children 
of an Age fit for Labour. 

All Bonds, and Sales of Goods to be regiſtered, 
or to be void; and Sales of Lands alſo. The Laws 
10 be all in the Engliſh Tongue, and all Proceedings 
and Inſtruments of Law whatever. 

A Council of State to be erected in each Province, 
a Council of Religion, of Fuſtice, of the Revenne, 
for Military Affairs, a Council of Marine and 
Trad? ; hs the two chief Members of each to be 
Members of the Council of State; which, with 
two Secretaries, and the Viceroy, to be ſtanding 
Members of the Council of State; but others to 
be added occaſionally, out of the DO Gentry; 
Clergy, and Merchants, 

If our paſt Trade to and with the Plantations 
has increaſed our Cuſtoms of Export and Import, 
the City of London, and many of our 'Sea-Ports, 
in Wealth and Number of Inhabitants, what may 
be expected from thoſe Plantations well ſettled 
and improv'd, on the Foot of this or à beller 
Scheme 

Ac the firſt Settling of the French in Canada, 
at the Back of our Northern Plantations *, a conſi- 

derable Number of Officers, Soldiers, and Wo- 
men from France, were ſeat at the King's Charge, 
to whom certain Lands were given, according to 
their Rank, with a Bull and Cow, a Boar and 
Sow, and other Things, Sc. as Proviſions, till they 
had built and planted. By theſe and other En- 
couragements that Colony, in about 80 Years, is 
become, by their Accounts, more populous than 
New England and New York togetber; though thefe 
laſt have a much better Climate, Soil, and Situa- 
tion tor Sea Trade. 


* Sce Baron La Hontan s Account. 


Fo | Our 
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Our Colonies, if neglected, muſt fall into the 
Hands of the French: But their Colonies in Ca- 
nada will of Courſe, and without Force become 
ours, if we make good Settlements all along the 
Sea Coaſt of New England and New Scotland, and 
take Care to make the Conſtitution better than 
theirs in Canada. And when this happens, all 
the numerous and populous Indian Nations on the 
North and Weſt of the great River of St. Lau- 
rence, and their Trade will fall under our Manage- 
ment; and in Time, all North America, from 
Hudſon's Bay, to the Bay of Mexico: In which 
Extent are vaſt Tracts. of Lands, larger than all 
Europe, beſides Riches, perhaps, beyond all De- 
ſcription; for we can hardly fail of Silver Mines, 
if not Gold, in ſo vaſt a Continent. 
And by our planting and fortifying New Scotland 
and Newfoundland, the noble and moſt profitable 
Fiſhery on its Banks, may, in Caſe of a War 
with Fance, ſoon become our ſole Property; 
which the French or Dutch would certainly, in Time 
of War, have ſeized long ago, if they had been 
Maſters of our Sea Power, We might ſoon ſet— 
tle ſome large Towns in both thoſe Places, with 
10 or 20000 idle but able People, of both Sexes, 
out of Great Brilain, and with foreign Proteſtants z 
and by ſuch Settlements ſecure thoſe Places a- 
gainſt a new War, that we may not be inſulted, 
and the preſent Settlements ruined, as in the late 
War with France. 2 | 

Baron La Hontan, in his famous Memorial to 
Lewis XIV, affirms, that the Oak in New Scot- 
land equals, for Shipping, if it does not exceed 
any in Europe; for which, and other Reaſons, 
he offer'd Expedients to ſecure that Country to 
France; which will certainly be done, at the firſt 
Opportunity, if we are not before hand with them, 


A 
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by ſettling ſtrong Colonies before a War happens, 
If the Baron's Notion of the Oak be right, mayn't 


our Men of War be built at Annapolis, or ſome 


other good Port near Sr. John's River, at much 
leſs Charge than in Britain, ſeeing we find good 
Oak for Shipping growing ſcarcer, with us, ever 

Year? Our Fleets have aw'd and terrify'd our 
Neighbours in the Baltick, Mediterranean, and the 
Weſt Indies. France, Spain, and Muſcovy, are in 
Pain at the flouriſhing and formidable Condition 
of our Navy, and no dubt are reſolv'd, if poſ- 
ſible, to put themſelves in a Condition to defend 
themſelves, if not to annoy us. This Spain alone 
can never do, for many Reaſons; having neither 
ſufficient Timber, nor Naval Stores of her own, but 
is obliged, and ſo is Fance, to fetch them as far 
as the North Sea. But we having given them the 
Alarm lately, two or three Years ſucceſſively, 
both ſeem reſolv*d to provide for their Marine, the 
beſt they can: And if Baron La Hontan's Me- 
morial ſhould take at Verſailles, that Government 
will provide in Acadie or New Scotland, what they 


at preſent want in Europe, and inſult us again in 


our own Channel, with the Oak that we might have 
us'd in our own Navy. | | 
To prevent theſe Deſigns and Attempts of our 
watchful Neighbour and Rival, we may forthwith 
give the beſt Encouragements for building two or 
three ſtrong Sea-Port Towns in New Scotiand and 
Newfoundland ; but, if poſſible, without any other 
Expence to the Government, beſides a Quantity 
of Arms and Stores. 1 | 
In Countries ſo thin of Inhabicants, the Lands 
may be diſpos'd of to Leaders of Colonies, who 
ſhajl take over, and ſettle at their own Charge, 
a proper Number of poor Families, now receivin 
Alms, which Families may ve furniſhed with Ne- 
| ceſlaries 
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ceſſaries at the Expence of the Pariſhes, whence 
they come, till they are put on Board. When 


they arrive in New Scotland or Newfoundland, un- 
der their proper Leaders, theſe to defray their Ex- 


pence for Proviſions and Cloathing, for 3 Years, 
(a Trifle in ſo cheap a Country) and to ſettle them 
in Villages, Pariſhes, and Towns, viz. the Fa- 
milies bred to Country Buſineſs, in Villages, &c. 
and the Handicrafr, and all other Tradeſmen jn 
Towns, | 


Families, Improvable Acres. 
| Leaders of ſ 10. to have a Mannor of 3000 
Colonies | oe | 
n 450 
| 131. 20. 2 Mannors each of 3000 
38 above. 30. 3 Mannors each of 3000 


Each Family to hold by Leaſe, and cultivate 
100 Acres of their Leader, and to have 100 Acres 


Freehold for themſelves in five Years, or after 


they ſhall have clear'd and well improv'd their 
Leader's Lands; but to pay no Fine or Rent to 
their Leader, nor Tax to the Publick, for the firit 
ſeven Years. 

And ſuch Leaders allo to have, according to 
their Mannors, the perpetual Style and Title of 
Gent. E; Knight, and Baronet. Beſides theſe, 


there may be other Privileges granted to the firſt 
Ungaertakers or Leaders of Colonies, as Precedency be- 


fore all ſucceeding Adventurers, the beſt Lands, 
and fineſt Situations. And to enable the Adven- 
turers to make good Settlements, all Corn, Grain, 


Cattle, Manufattures, and other Goods ſent hence 


to theſe two Provinces, for their Conſumption, 
to be Cuſtom free for three Years; and any other 
reaſonableand advantageous Privileges to be grant- 
=, at the Deſire of the Adventurers. 


For 
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For many Reaſons, as I have ſaid, it may be 
moſt proper to begin with the Province of Caro- 
lina, being a Country in the fineſt Climate, the 
richeſt Soil, and the beſt Situation for Trade, 
into the Bay of Mexico, and to all its Iſlands, and re- 
quires our immediate Care for its ſpeedy Improve- 
ment; not only for the Benefit to our ſelves from 
its growing Trade, but becauſe it may be made 
a. ſtrong Barrier againſt the Spaniards, and will al- 
ways awe, and when we.ſee Cauſe, reſtrain or hin- 
der their Galleons and Flota's from returning home- 
ward out of the Bay; and in Time, if Spain ſhould 
ever begin an unjuſt War againſt us, give us an Op- 
portunity of ſeizing the City of Havanna, and the 
noble Iſland of Cuba; which would, in Caſe. of a 
War, be follow'd with an entire Reduction of all 
the other Iſlands in the Bay, now poſſeſſed by the 
French and Spaniards. Our vaſt Advantage from 
the Situation of Carolina is ſo well known, that, 
no; doubt, the Courts at Madrid and Paris too, 
have their Eyes upon it, and will watch us nar- 
rowly. Here then we muſt begin forthwith, that 
the Coaſt may be ſecure againſt ſight Attacks at 
leaſt, and in a ſhort Time, with proper Encou- 
ragements, ſtand firm againſt the ſtrongeſt Ar- 
tempts; and then our Shares would be more ſe- 
cure in the Galleons, and the Indulto's more mo- 
derate. 3 
The ſame Titles and Shares of Land may be 
diſpos'd of here, as in the three Provinces of Vir- 
ginia, Georgia, and New England, before- mentioned, 
hereafter at a proper Time.: viz. 


Miannors, 


n — — 


Mannors, 16 000 Acres each, to 2 Dukes, 48000 Acres each, 48000). 


„00s to 4 Marg. 42000 84000 
13 2000 to 8 Earls, 36000 144000 
10 3000 to 12 Viſcounts, 30000 180000 
| 23900 to 16 Barons, 24000 192000 
EE Nobles, 42 Half for Hool, © 648000 
2 | | Half for the Acres, 
Aud all the Advantages before-named, with other neceſſary Privileges to be granted to 
J the firſt Purchaſers, to ſettle a noble Country, that has yer no fixt Bounds to the Weſt, 
YZ and is, at preſent, above 400 Miles in Length upon the Coaſt ; to which ( if it be thought 
Q, proper) may be added, the following Titles and Shares, viz. 
| Acres each, Acres each, Acres, Money. 
Mannors, 4 3000 to 50 Baronets, 12000 600000 300000 l. 
3 3000 to 100 Knights, 9000 _ 9090000 450000 
2 3000 to 300 Eſquires, 6000 1800000 900000. 
I 3000 to 400 Gentlemen, 3000 1200000 600000 


40 


850 Tor, of Purchaſe Money & Acres, 4500000 2250000 
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NM. B. The Planters already ſettled, holding 
Lands improv'd equal to any of the Number of 
Acres before-mention*d, to have like Rank, u 
on a reaſonable Conſideration paid to the Uſe of 
the Publick of Carolina, 5 

It can't be reaſonably objected, that our Na- 
tional Caſh will be drain'd by this Project, be- 
cauſe the principal Sums are propos*d to be ſunk in 
the Publick Debts, and the Intereſt thereon to be con- 
tinued but a few Years 3 and that Intereſt may be 
remitted to the ſeveral Colonies, in our Goods 
and Manufactures, or Copper Coin. 

Nor can it be reaſonably objected, that we can't 
well ſpare ſuch Numbers of People, as is here 
propos'd ; becauſe, if all the whole Project is not 
to be pur in Practice at one Embarkation, the Exe- 
cution of this Scheme, if it took Place, would 
require ſome Years. But the Benefit to us, by the 
vaſt Increaſe of Wealth and Power, from this Im- 
provement of our Colonies, would ſoon over- bal- 
lance our Want of 20 or 30000 Natives and Fo- 
reigners, which amongſt Millions of our Inhabitants 
could hardly be miſs'd, but preſently be recruited 
within the Compaſs of one Year ; and moſt of the 
Perſons carry'd over by the Adventurers, being 
the poorer People, no body, ſurely, will com- 
plain of the Poor-Rates being abated. Did our 
able-bodied Poor rightly underſtand the great and 
preſent Advantages they might obtain, by re- 
ſorting into this and other Colonies, our Pariſhes 
in a few Years, (though over-ſtockt ) would be 
well eas'd of their Poor. As Things now are, 
many ſuch Poor in the Weſt of Scotland, and in 
Ireland too, have remov'd of late Years; and 
more will follow, invited by the Accounts of their 
Friends, and driven by their own Neceſſities; e- 
ſpecially if this or 4 _ Scheme be ſettled, which 
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take. 
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I heartily wiſh ſome able Hand may ſoon. under- 


But a moſt formidable Objection comes now.to 
be conſider'd, viz. The Danger of a. Revolt, when 
theſe Colonies, for Wealth and Numbers, grow con- 


ſiderable, &c. 


 Anſw. This Conſideration never yet, for an 
Age or two paſt, hindred. our Neighbours the 
Dutch (from whom we are not too wiſe to learn) 
from giving the beſt, Encouragement to their 
Grand Settlement on the Iſle of Java, whereby they 
are become almoſt Maſters of the Seas and Trade in 
the Eaſt Indies; and we may of the Weſt Indies, 
if we look about us in Time: Nor have France, 
Spain, and Portugal been bugbear'd by impolitick 
Fealou ſies, from purſuing their grand Deſigns; in 
which the Spaniards and Portugueſe have ſucceeded, 
beyond all our Accompts, as I: have hinted: be- 
fore, andare in a fair Way to ſecure to themſelves 
all South America, Our Fears about our. flender 
Settlements, are about !wo hundred Years too early 
at the Rate we treat them, unleſs Oppreſſion rouze 


their Diſcontents, and thoſe Diſcontents give Oc- 


caſion to our Neighbours to take them under their 
Protection; which may hereafter be in the Power 
of France to do, by the Situation, of their two Co- 
lonies in Canada and Loviſiana: And if that ſhould. 
ever happen, that Nation will ſoon ſecure all North 
America to themſelves z of which vaſt Territory 
we may become Maſters in Time, by ſome pru- 
dent and ſteady Meaſures, even without giving 
Umbrage to the French Court, or any other Neigh- 
bouring State, We are already in Poſſeſſion of the 
greater Part of the Eaſtern Coaſt of all North A- 
mMerica, what then ſhould hinder us, but our own 
Indolence, from ſecuring the whole? which the 
French and Dutch would certainly do for themſelves, 
4 7 were 


Plantations. 43 
were they in our Circumſtances, ſettled as we are, 
from the North of Newfoundland, all along the 
Coaſt; for about 2000 Miles, down to the South 
of Carolinu. 

My great Concern for ſecuring and improving the 
North Continent of America to the Britiſh Nation, has 
led me into Repetitions, which my Reader's Can- 
dour will eafily excuſe, the vaſt Importance of the 
Affair requiring ſome Matters not obvious to every 
body, to be frequently mentioned. 

Jam alſo well aware that the whole Scheme, if 
it were much better than it is, (and 1 moſt beartil 

wiſh to ſee a better) will be diſliked by ſome Po- 
liticians, whoſe ſtanding Maxim it is, That we 
muſt keep all our Colonies low, if we <will ſecure their 
Dependance upon Us: And that *tis the fame Caſe to 
us, if they become French, or are independent on us. 

To this laſt Objection, I am aſham'd to anſwer, 
for the Sake of the Objectors; however, it will be 
conſider'd in my Obſerratichi on the firſt. 

1. It muſt be an Age or two at leaſt, before the 
forwardeſt of our Colonies will be in a Condition to 
pretend to an Independency ; which Pretence muſt 
be founded on their Wealth and Power. How many 
Ages did Britain ſtand expos'd to every Invader? 
But I hope our Colonies will make quicker Ad- 
vances than their Anceſtors here. 

2. Suppoſing our Colonies ſhould ſoon, though 
that is not to be expected, equal the Spaniſb Co- 
lonies in Wealth and Power, we have leſs Reaſon, 
having more Power, and a milder Government, than 
Spain, to fear any ſuch Attempt 3 to prevent 
which, we ſhould make it always their Intereſt to 
be ours. Unkind Uſage will provoke al] Man- 
kind, but good Uſage is the ſtrongeſt Alliance 
that can be made between Nations, 
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3. Their Religion, Language, Laws and Cuſtoms, 
will always be Arguments in our Favour. Let 
the Terms of their Dependency be ever beneficial 
to themſelves, as well as us, and the People will be 
ever true Britons, Id firmiſſimum longe Imperium 
eſt, quo Obedientes gaudent. Liv. | 

4. Upon a juſt Conſideration of the Situation of 
the Northern Colonies, *tis apparent, that Nature 
has fix'd no Bounds between them; they lie all 
open to cach other, and without a general Con- 
federacy, which is highly improbable and im- 
practicable, between Countries ſo remote from 
each other, as Carolina and New England, &c. and 
they could not be ſecure from their Neighbours, 


who might diſapprove of, and oppoſe their Mea- 


ſures; and in Time grow jealous of each other. 
How many Ages was this the Caſe in Old Spain, 


and in our Britain too? Beſides the Rivalry that 


commonly ariſes between Neighbouring Provinces, 
a Caſe fo conſtant in all Times and Places. 


5. Are the Dutch, Spaniards, and Portugueſe 


govern'd in their Councils by theſe Apprehenſions ? 
yet the Dutch Improvements in the Eaſt Indies, and 
the Colonies of the two Latter in the Weſt Indies, 


vaſtly exceed the preſent State of our Colonies. 


We are not too wiſe to learn from our Neighbours. 
And what they have been doing for near two 
Centuries, all the World knows: Well had it 
been for us if we had follow'd their Meaſures. 
Our Plantations had not then been ſd unguarded 
and expos*d, nor our Squadrons ſtation'd in the Bay 


of Mexico, but in Port Royal, a ſafe Haven of our 


own, which wants nothing but our Care to make 
it an effectual Checque upon all Returns from New 
Hain. But, I hope, it is not yet too late to mend 
our Conduct, and thereby make Great Britain much 
greater in Wealth and Power, and provide for the 
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Cadets of our noble Families and others, in thoſe vaſt 
Countries ; and as it may happen hereafter, for the 
numerous Poſterity of our preſent Royal Family, who 
may be willing to accept Viceroyalties in our Weſtern 
Plantations, as a Prince of Orange did in Braſi; ; 
and by their wiſe and prudent Conduct there, re- 
commend themſelves to the Succeſſion here, when- 
ever Occaſion ſerv'd: For though in the preſent 
Condition of thoſe Provinces, this may appear a 
very remote and unlikely Notion, yet by their 
fine Climate, rich Soil, and Product, and convenient 
Situation for Commerce, they may hereafter become 
much more conſiderable, in the Ballance of Nations, 


than Denmark or Sweden; which Countries Nature 


has plac'd in Circumſtances incapable of a higher 
Improvement; whereas the Provinces J have calPd 
Georgia, Virginia, and Carolina may be rais'd to as 
high a Pitch of Wealth and Power as any other 
Countries of the ſame Dimenſions. 

In ſhort, Nature and Providence, I think, have 
wonderfully befriended us, if we are not wantin 
to our ſelves, by offering to our Conſideration an 
Opportunity for ſecuring to theſe Nations and Po- 
ſterity an inexhauſtible Treaſure in theſe large noble 
Provinces, to enrich all our Merchants, to provide 


for all our ſpare Clergy, Lawyers, and Phyſicians ; 


to raiſe the Revenue and Power of the Crown, be- 
yond all our preſent Conjectures, or the moſt ſan- 
guine Hopes of our ableſt Politicians. 

In theſe Provinces, we can have no Oppoſition 
to the Weſt and North Weſt, from a few divided 
barbarous Natives, deſtitute of all Arts and Arms, 
and ready ever to become our good Neighbours, 
when kindly us'd. Twenty Millions and more would 
not over-ſtock the vaſt Extent, &c. Their Civil and 
_ Eccleſiaſtical State deſerve a ſpeedy Regard, and 

we can ſpare ſeveral of our Military — in 
alf 
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Half Pay, but upon the kindeft Terms, who may 
be very uſeful againſt the Natives, and other E- 
nemies, Sc. 

In our preſent Want of Silver in all our Mars 
kets, it may well deſerve to be conſider'd, if thoſe 


vaſt TraQts of Lands, to which we have only given 


Names, won't afford us ſome Mines of Gold and Sil- 
ver; other Metals, as Copper and Iron may be 
found in great Plenty. 

Are the Spaniards and Portugueſe the only Fa- 


vourites of Fortune, and none of the richer Ores to 


be met with in our Colonies ? The Sanſons tell us of 


ſuch in Florida, to the Weſt of Carolina. Would 


it not be worth while to employ ſome Sifu! Ger- 


man Miner (for we have none) to ſearch for theſe 


ſubterranean Treaſures ; eſpecially in the preſent 
declining State of our ſilver Coin, before we are re- 


duc'd to the Condition of Sweden and Denmark, 


who make all their larger ee in Cartloads of 
Copper? 

Supplies muſt ſoon be had either from our Trade 
improv'd, or. Mines diſcover'd, or by an Abatement 
of our Luxury, and. Probibition of foreign Manufac- 
tures, &c. that drain us of our Coin and Bullion. 

To cloſe my Reflections on our Northern Plan- 


tations, I would willingly anticipate their future 


happy State, after they. have been well improv'dz: 


and I make no doubt, that in an Age or two, if 
un: reſtrain'd, or rather encourag'd by good Con- 


ſtitutions, and kind Expedients, they will have 


many Towns and royal Harbours, with good 


Docks, well fortify'd on the Coaſt; particularly 


Piort Royal, and in the Bay of Cboſapeak, the Dela- 
war, Perth Amboy, Boſton, n and 87, John's 


in Neærofoundland; ſmall Squadrons of Men of War 
belonging to each Province, to ſecure their Trade. 


Our Manufactures diſpos'd of! in vaſt Quantities a- 
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in Time) to the royal Style of our Briti/þ Mo- | | 
| narchs, as Yreland was rais'd to the Style of a || ' 
W by King Henry VIII. Il | 
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mongſt all the inland Nations in North America; and 
all that is valuable amongft the Natives returned 
hither. A well ſettled Government and Militia in 
every Province, great Numbers of the younger 
Branches of our Nobility and Genzry ſettled in large 
Eſtates, Commerce flouriſhing, and every Province 
in the fore- mentioned, or in three larger Diviſions, 
(containing all the Colonies on the Continent ) ri- 
ſen to ſuch a Pitch of Wealth and Power, as to 1 
deſerve the St yie of, King doms much - better than ll 
ſome which hae 10 held that Rank and Title in Wl | 
the Northern Parts F Europe; and may be added 
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National Clediors, or their Aſſigns, be veſt- 


the ſole Fiſbery for Exportation on all the Coaſts. 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and Newfoundland, . 
and all Perſons but the Company, or ſuch as are 
licens d by them, to be excluded, for —_ Years - 
to come. 

This Company to make two. or FEI good Sets 
tlements in Newfoundland, where. their Agents _ 
ing always upon the Spot, may take all, and.the- 
earlieſt Opportunities to cure and load, and. to 
ſend to the beſt Markets in Eumpe, and elſewhere, 
and be before-hand with all our N eighbours.. | 

Mr. Wood, a judicious, Writer, in his Survey uf - ii 
Trade, ſays, The Fiſhery of Newfoundland is of very: = 
great Importance; and that it highly concerns us, Wl 
to n and alſo to — it; in which, above 


100 
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100 Years ſince, we employ' d above 200 Ships, 
and furniſh'd all Europe. He inſiſts much upon 
our getting this Trade into our own Hands ( which 
was very practicable after our firſt Settlement ) 
magnifying it as more valuable than Mines of 
Gold and Silver. He propoſes to exclude all Fo- 
reigners; which, I humbly conceive, may be done 
by a Company veſted with ſpecial Privileges, and 
making proper Settlements on the Coaſts; or by 
a good Regulation of the preſent Colony, which 
ſome think very much wanted : And this in no 
long time might, without Noiſe, fink all Compe- 
titors, and recover this noble Branch of Trade to 
our Nation again. . 

It has been computed, that 6 or 700 Veſſels have 
been employ'd here in a fiſhing Seaſon ; every one 
of which, one with another, have freighted 3000 J. 
worth of Cod. Admitting this Computation, this no- 
ble Trade produces a groſs Sum in Trade of about 
2 Millions Sterl. beſides the Employing 5 or 6000 
Seamen, and Thouſands of Families in the Neceſſa- 
ries for Shipping, Naval Stores, Sc. 

*Tis humbly propos'd (as before) that the Pro- 
prietors of one or two Millions of the Publick Debts, - 
or their Aſſigns, may be the only Members of this 


Company for 60 Years, on ſuch Terms, (very ad- 


vantageous ) as ſhall be ſettled in Parliament, and im- 
prov'd for their Benefit, with new Privileges at 
all Times, as Circumſtances may require. 

The Salmon, Pilchard, and Herring Fiſheries up- 
on the Coaſt of Great Britain and Ireland, will at- 
ford vaſt Opportunities to this Society, who may 
eaſily work out the Dutch and Hamburghers; for 
being at home, they may take all Opportunities 
of Weather, which the Diſtance of Foreigners will 
oblige them to wait for. All Natives to be li- 
cens'd by the Society, who take for „ 

N 1 an 
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and the Dutch to be under the ſame Reſtrictions, 
at leaſt, ro the Company, or to be excluded, 

N. B. Tis alſo propos'd, that all Criminals, 
by the late Acts tranſportable, be ſent to New- 
foundland, to ſerve under the Agents for the Royal 
Fiſhery for ſeven Years, and then to have their 
Liberty to ſettle there, but never to return into 
Great Britain or Ireland. 

In the Reign of Charles I, a Fiſhery was at- 
tempted on the Meſtern Coaſts of Scotland, but 
miſcarry'd by the Civil War. Charles II, en- 
courag*d ſeveral Merchants to renew the At- 
tempt. Mr. Martin, in his Account of the We- 
ſtern Iſlands, &c. ſays, their Fiſh were the beſt, 
and came to the beſt Market ; but the King with- 
drawing his Money out of the Stock, the ſecond 


Attempt failed. Seamen abound in all the Weſtern 


Hands, in Orkney and the Shet-lands, who fare 
hard, endure all Weatners, deſpiſe Dangers, and 
are dextrous at the Oar: And theſe Parts a- 
bound with Cod, Ling, Herrings, &c. and with 
People too, who may be employ'd upon as eaſy 
Terms as the Dutch ; for they live as cheap, and 
know all the Coaſt better. 


How often has the World been told, by Per- 


| ſons of Judgment in this Affair, of the many 
Advantages by a Britiſh Fiſhery ! Our Neighbours 
the Dutch, make this a moſt profitable Branch of 
their Commerce. Their own Coaſts affording no 
ſuch Treaſure, they reſort y early, at the Seaſon, 
with many hundred Veſſels, take and cure the Fiſh 
upon our Coaſts, and ſell them at foreign Markets. 
King Charles I, by his Proclamation of May 10, 
1635, forbid all Foreigners to fiſh upon the 
Coaſts of Great Britain and Ireland, and K. Charles 
II, demanded 10,0001. per Ann. of the Dutch for 
this Privilege; of which we may ſoon deprive 

H them, 
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them, becauſe we are at home, and may be earlier, 
and always at work ; but they being at a Diſtance 
muft walt Winds and Weather, and ftand to our 
Courteſy for catching, and curing the Fiſh, and ſe- 
curing, themſelves in foul] Weather. How long is 
this Treaſure to be neglected, and taken before 
our Eyes! And this is a Neglect not of a few 
Years, but of ſome Ages! 


Pudet hæc opprobria dici. 


In the 4th Vol. of Pitts's Atlas, we are told of 
the Seaſons and Rules obſerv'd by the Dutch in 
this profitable Trade. Sir John Borrows, in a Tract 
publiſh*d 1633, acquainted our Anceſtors, That 
Herrings, Pilchards, Cod, Ling, and other good 
Fiſh may be taken in our Seas, at all Times of 
the Year: That above 1000 foreign Veſlels were 
employed in this Trade, of which 800 were Dutch, 
by which 15,000 Sailors were maintained, and 
thrice the Number of People by Land, in Trades 
relating to the Fiſhery, That the Dutch made five 
Millions yearly by it ſo long ago, calling (in a Pro- 
cla mation, Anno 1624,) this Branch of their Trade 
a Golden Mine, 5 

N. B. It ought not to be forgotten, that King 
Charles I. ſending out a Fleet, Anno 1635, to 
our North Seas, did oblige the Dutch to deſiſt; 
who thereupon offer'd, and actually paid the King 
30000 J. for his Permiſſion that Summer to fiſh on 
our Coaſts ; and ihe States were then willing to pay 
a yearly Tribute for the like Permiſſion. How 
this great and beneficial Trade may be ſecur'd to 
Britiſh Undertakers, has been hinted already. 


* Hiſtory of England, Vol. III. p. 84. 


It 
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It ought alſo to be remembred, that in the 
Declaration of War againſt Fance by the late 
King William“, we are informed, that the French 
took Licences from the Engliſh Governor of New- 
foundland, to fiſh in the Seas upon that Coaſt, and 
paid a Tribute for ſuch Licence, as an Acknowledg- 
ment of the ſole Right of the Crawn of England to that 
Iſland, &c. After which, their Encroachments 
upon the ſaid and, and the Trade and Fiſhery are 
mentioned : But thoſe very Encroachments are now 
become /ettled Rigbis, by the late Treaty of Utrecht r; 


and the Iſle of Breton intirely quitted to France, by 


the late Queen Ann's Miniſtry; though by an Act, 
2 Will. III. cap. 25. no Alien was to fiſh or trade 
on the Coaſt of Newfoundland, or the adjacent 
Iſlands. By this Iſland the French have a free Paſ- 


ſage, at all Times, to the great River of St. Lau- 


rence, and their flouriſhing and populous Planta- 
tion of Canada; to which they cannot paſs the ſix 
Winter-Months, by the Streights of Bell Ie. 

N. B. Whenever the I/ of Breton, near New 
Scotland, comes into our Hands again, a good Set- 
tlement there, and on the oppoſite Shore of Acadie, 
may in Time intirely cut off all the Communication of 
the French with Canada, and then that Plantation 
muſt neceſſarily fall into our Hands, in Caſe of a 
War, and we don't neglect that Opportunity to 
ſecure it. | | 


* N. B. This Declaration was pen'd by the late Lord 
Sommers. 
+ See the 13* Article of the Treaty of Utrecht. 
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HE vaſt Continent of Africa, in Circumfe- 
rence between 5 and 6000 Leagues, and 
much larger than all Europe; has vaſt Sea Coaſts, 
abounding in all Parts with Bays, Havens, and 
large Navigable Rivers. This large Share of the 
habitable Globe preſents us (a trading Nation ) with 
the greateſt Opportunity of opening and ſettling 
a Commerce with the Natives all round, from the 
Streights of Gibraltar, to the Cape of Good Hope; 
and hence on the Eaſtern Coaſt, to the inmoſt 
Part of the Red Sea. . 
The Improvements we have made in our Iſland, 
in all Manufactures, for Uſe, Ornament and Plea- 
ſure, furniſhes us with a Stock of all Kinds, where- 
in human Invention has hitherto been employed; 
to begin and cultivate a Correſpondence with the 
Inhabitants on the Coaſts, who by fair Uſage, and 
kind Treatment, may, by Degrees, be brought 
into a State of Friendſhip and Confidence with us, 
and become at length, our Under- Agents and Fac- 
tors, not only on the Maritime, but in the Inland 
Countries, which at preſent are much unknown to 
Europeans. | 
By the moſt and beft Diſcoveries hitherto pub- 
liſhed, we are aſſur'd, that Africa abounds in the 
moſt valuable Riches that Nature has to beſtow 
upon Mankind. If Gold has any Charm, this a- 
lone may excite our Induſtry to fetch it from a 
Coaſt much nearer than the South Sea, We may 
be aſſur'd, we cannot miſs of that precious Metal 
in many of the Countries where Ve, the Dutch, 
the Portugueſe and others, have already open'd any 


Correſpondence, at leaſt en the Coaſt of Guinea; 


whence great Supplies come yearly to furniſh our 
European Markets. | Several 
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Several Parliaments, who have conſider'd the 
very great Advantage of this Trade in the fore- 
going Century, thought it well deſerv'd their En- 
couragement 3 but the Improvements yet to be 
made, are, perhaps, beyond all Conjecture, the 
chief Obſtructions in the laſt Age that hindered 
its Progreſs, were the Want of a ſufficient Stock to 
begin, carry on, and ſupport it; the Employing 
unskilful Perſons, without Probity and Experience 
in the ſeveral Factories eſtabliſhed on the Coaft ; 
and, perhaps, the Want of ſome neceſſary Privileges 
to encourage ſo beneficial a Trade. 

To make ſo general and ſo beneficial a Trade 
round all Africa, a ſucceſsful Undertaking, a care- 
ful Choice ought to be made of Governors, Agents, 
and Factors, to be employ'd in all Settlements and 
Factories, viz. Perſons of great Probity, Judg- 
ment, and the beſt Experience in Trade in gene- 
ral, and in the particular Trade of the Country 
where they are to be employ'd, if ſuch can be 
had, upon any Terms ; and to encourage the 
Skill, Diligence, and Fidelity of ſuch Officers and 
Agents, Sc. (for ſuch Perſons who are poſſeſs'd of 
three ſuch excellent Qualities, much deſerve En- 
couragement): Very good Salaries and Allow- 
ances ought to be eſtabliſhed ; and Rewards given 
upon any extraordinary Services, not only by Pre- 
terments to better Stations, but by handſome Gra- 
tuities 3 for nothing can be more reaſonable, than 
that“ zbey who quit their native Country for Years, and 
it may happen for Life, to ſerve a great Society, and ex- 
Poſe themſelves in a ſtrange Country, to certain Danger 
from the Climate and Inbabitants too, ſhould be ſecure, 

at laſt, of a comfortable Retreat in their native Coun- 


* Vide SnoeR's Account of the Dutch Method of appointing 
Othcers on the Coaſt of Africa, | 


iryz 
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try ; after a plentiful Harveſt gather*d for the Com- 
pany, theſe Agents ſhould arcs of the Fruits. What 
if Prizes were propos'd to ſuch who made very 
uſeful Diſcovertes, for the Improvement of Trade, 
and ſettling a new Correſpondence with barbarous 
Nations? But here I muſt leave Particulars to the 
wii4 Regulations of future Directors. 

The Coaſt of Africa being of vaſt Extent, it 
will be neceſſary to make ſeveral principal Settle- 
ments in the moſt neceſſary and advantageous 
Ports, Bays, Rivers, and Iſands near the Coaſt, 
which chief Settlements may ſerve as Nurſeries and 
Retreats to other under and depending Factaries: 
The Expence of theſe may at firſt be conſiderable, 
yet the Benefit in ſome Years may ſurmount all 
Expectation. Qur Plantations in the Weſt Indies, the 
Oldeſt of about an hundred Years ſtanding, and 
ſome of a much later Date, begun by a few pri- 
vate Undertakers, or fmall Companies, yet now 
riſen to a flouriſhing State, ſhew us the great Ef- 
fects of Diligence and good Conduct. But to ani- 
mate us in any great Undertakings of this Nature, 
our Neighbours the Spamards, Duich, and Portu- 
gueje, ſhould eyer be in our Thoughts: The Por- 
zugueſe alone have advanced their Settlements and 
Improvements in Brazil, vaſtly beyond all their 
own firſt Hopes, and our preſent Conjectures. 

Whoever has gained the belt Infor mation con- 
cerning the Coaſt, and Inland Parts of Africa, can- 
nat undertake to aſſign the beſt and propereſt 
Places for ſettling the firſt grand Faftories , this 
mult be in Part Jeft to future Experience; but 
tis pretty obvious, that Settlements, made at the 
Entrance of the great Rivers, which reach far in- 
to the Inland Countries, are the moſt likely Places 
to fix and eſtabliſh the firſ# and principal Factories. 
And to theſe principal Settlements, the leſſer de- 

2 pending 
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pending Factories, and the coaſting Veſſels, may 
be oblig'd to ſend and carry all their Merchan- 
diſes, and to have Recourſe in all Concerns that 
require it. 5 b 

I will ſuppoſe, at preſent, 'till Experience ſhall, 
ſuggeſt a better Scheme, that 3 or 4 grand Sellle- 
ments ſhould be made in the Weſt, and 3 or 4 more 
on the Eaft Part of Africa. By a grand Settlement 
here, is intended a Fort, in a Place moft conve- 
nient for Correſpondence and Commerce with the 
Sea-Coaſt and Inland Parts, like that of S7. George 
and Fort William, belonging to the Eaſt India Com- 
pany 3; or the Dutch Forts on Java, at Malena, 
and in many other Parts of the Eaſt Indies: As, 
ſuppoſe, for Inſtance, at the following Places. 

1. At the Mouth of the Niger. 

2. On the Coaſt of Guinea. gs 

3. At the Mouth of the Rivers Zaire, or Coanza. 

4. At the Mouth of the Zambeze, which may 
have under it ſome Factories in Madagaſcar, and 
on other adjacent Iſlands, beſides thoſe on the 
Eaſtern Coaft of Africa. 

5. On the Coaſt of Zanguebar : And alſo, 

6. At the Entrance of the Red Sea. 3 
Or in Places found hereafter more commodious 
for Trade. 

Theſe Settlements ſhould be well ſecur'd againſt 
all Attempts, both of the Natives and Europeans: 
And ſome lands near the Coaſt may be of very 
* Service to us, as Java is to the Dutch in their 

ndian Trade; which is now become a Fund of im- 
menſe Wealch and Power to the ſeven Provinces. 


Ob- 
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Obſervations on the Ar RIAN TRADE. 


If we regard our ſelves and Poſterity, the Im- 
provement. of our Trade and Navigation, what 
incredible Advances might be made by ſuch Set- 
tlements, in the Compaſs of a few Years, no one 
can eaſily foretel : But whoever ſhall well con- 
ſider the Improvements in our own Trade, in the 
laſt Century, by our Settlements on the Continent 


and Hands of America, and the prodigious Demand 


at all Times, for moſt of our Manufactures in our 
own Plantations ; and reflect upon the unſpeak- 
able Advantages accruing to the Dutch by their no- 
ble Settlement on the Je of Java, will eaſily 


imagine what may be reaſonably expected from 


ſome new Factories, well eſtabliſhed in Places 
ſecure, and molt commodious for Trade, on all 
the Coaſt of Africa, and the Neighbouring 
Iſlands. 255 
The Produce of Africa, as hinted before, and 
the adjoyning very large Iſland of Madagaſcar, is 
ſo valuable, and the Opportunity of vending ma- 
ny of our own low priz'd, yet uſeful Manufac- 
tures, &c amongſt many Nations, who, at preſent, 
are utter Strangers to all Sorts of Improvements, 
will make our Gain exceed, in Time, all our 
Hopes ; eſpecially if the Accounts we have from 
the French, Dutch, Portugueſe, and our own Tra- 
ders, may be rely*d upon; who all agree in the 
Relations they give us of the Gold and Silver Mines 
in Benguela, and other Parts, that are found in ma- 
ny Countries, not remote from the Coaſt; ich 
alone is enough to whet our Appeiites, and cite 


our Diligence. 


ne 
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The Portugueſe have found the great Conveni- 
ence of their Settlements at Mozambrague, Mom- 
baſe, eſpecially Melinda and other Places, which 
are not only trading Ports, but afford Shelter and 
Refreſhment to all their Ships paſſing co and from 
the Indies: An Advantage we greatly need for 
our India Trade, which had been, at leaſt as con- 
ſiderable in all Reſpects, as that of the Dutch, 
it ſome Years ago we had made a Settlement at 
Madagaſcar, like theirs at Java; which as it is 
much nearer to us, ſo perhaps, might ſupply us 
with many of the Species of Trade, uſually im- 
ported from the Indies, and particularly with Gold; 
and take off from our Markets Abundance of 
our ſmaller and leſs valuable Commodities. Ir is 
not, ſure, too late to be wiſe in this par- 
ticular, 

Our Countrymen ſettled on the North Eaſtern 
Shore of America, are ſenſible of the Benefit they 
derive from their Commerce with the Natives, 
who are their Neighbours : And the Spaniards and 
Portugueſe (whom upon ſome Accounts we wiſe 
Folks, forſooth, deſpiſe ) reap unſpeakable Ads 
vantages from our petty Wares, purchas'd of us 
at low Rates, which they barter with the Natives 
of Braſil, and all the Spanih Weſt Indies. *Tis 
high time to conſider this _ a juſt Indigna- 
tion, that may at laſt rouſe our Diligence, to pro- 
cure all poſſible Advantages to our ſelves, by ſup- 
plying all Parts of the World with our own Goods, 
and ail other Things which are acceptable to the 
reſt of Mankind. | | 1 8 
Suppoſe then the Proprietors of one or two 
Millions in the Lottery Annuities of the South Sea 

* Theſe are Places on the Eaſt Side of Africa, but the 


Factories of the Portugueſe on the Feſt Side, are too many to 
be mentioned here. i | 
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Company be admitted, with ſpecial Privileges, 


into the preſent African Company, at Cent, per 


Cent. for their Shares; and the preſent Proprie- 
tors of the African Company have their Shares, 
reaſonably valued at — per. Cent. the new Pro- 
prietors to be ſecur'd of their Principal and In- 
tereſt from the Government, till the Company 
can clear 6 per Cent. from their Trade. | 
N. B. The Privileges to be propos'd by the 
Company, and confirm'd by Parliament for ſixty 
Years, and new Privileges to be granted from 
Time to Time, as Circumſtances may require. 
The Reaſons for a ſeparate Company are plain : 
1. To ſettle and ſecure ſo vaſt a Trade, which is 
impoſſible for private Traders to effect. 2. To 
make an Equivalent for ſo many of the National 
Creditors as ſhall accept it, towards diſcharging, 
the National Debts. 
The Dutch and Portugueſe have a conſiderable 
Trade, and many Factories on the Gold Coaſt, and 
ta other Parts of Africa, carrying thither above 
ty Species of Merchandixe. The Portugueſe were 
the firſt Europeans who traded and ſettled in Gui- 


ea and other Parts, and have ſtill a good Intereſt 


there. 

The preſent Trade to Africa, by all European 
Nations together, is nat, perhaps, a twentieth 
Part of what it may be improv'd to; for, at 

reſent, the chief Trade is to the Gold Coaſt, where 
Britons, French, Danes, Dutch, and Portugueſe have 
Forts and Faffories ; and the Gold Coaſt, where 
their Trade chiefly lies, is not a twentieth Part of 
the Coaſt of Africa; and that very Trade does not 
extend, at preſent, to an hundredth Part of the re- 
moter Inland Ceuniries. 


EAST 
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EAST INDIA COMPANY. 


N the Year 1587, Sir Francis Drake took near 


the Azores, a large Ship richly laden, from the 
Indies, in which he met with Papers, that made 
a Diſcovery of the Trade carry'd on by the Spa- 
niards to the Indies; to which Trade (I am aſham*d 
to mention it) we were then utter Strangers. After- 
wards, we began to look after that Trade, which 
the Spaniards and Portugueſe had ſettled a full Cen- 
zury before. When ſome Attempts had been 
made by ſome private Traders, Queen Elizabeth 
erected an Eaſt India Company, Anno 1600, for 
inlarging and improving this great Branch of our 
Trade. *Tis humbly propos'd, that the Directors, 
and moſt able Members of the preſent Company be 
conſulted, and have Time to conſider what Pri- 
vileges and Encouragement they would deſire from 
the Government, and for what Time, as an Equi- 
valent for 17 or two Millions of the publick 
Debt. The Plan of the Dutch Eaſt India Company 


may be conſulted. This Trade is capable of im- 


menſe Improvements, | | 
Tiis propos'd, that a mew Charter be granted, 
with the ſole Trade, for 60 Years to come, in all 
the Parts of Aſia, from the Eaſtern Banks of the 
Red Sea, to China and Japan; and to all the 
Hands and Continents to the South of India, of new 
Diſcovery ; in ſhort, to all Aſia, without the Me- 
diterranean, with an Excluſion to all private Tra- 

ders, unleſs with a Licence from the Company. 
| This Company to be allow'd 4 per Cent. on all 
the publick Debts they are entitled to, till they 
are in a Condition to divide 7 or 8 per Cent. on 
| 7.2 their 
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their Capital, with a reaſonable Proſpect of Con- 
tinuance, : | 


When this mew Company ſhall have made ſome 
new Settlements in Sumatra, Borneo, Celebes, and 


other more proper Places, as the Dutch have done 


in Java, Malacca, &c. their Trade and Profits 
may be vaſtly extended. 

The Dutch in the laſt Century, and the Infancy 
of their Commonwealth, ſertled their Eaſt and 
Weſt India Companies, which laſt bid fair for the 
Maſtery of all Braſil. They ſeat two ſtrong Squa- 
drons to both the Indies, Anno 1603, and continued 
ſending till they had almoſt conquered all Braſil. 
Anno 1623, the States eſtabliſhed the Eaſt India 
Company with extraordinary Privileges ; and the 
Company is now advanced to that Wealth and 
Power, as to be Maſters of the Eaſt Indian Seas, 
They have ſeized the Streights of Malacca, found- 
ed a large City and new Commonwealth in Java, 
brought the Kings of Madagaſcar, Java, and Cey- 
lon, and other Princes to a Submiſſion, after a 
War with Cromwell, and King Charles II, who ſpent 
more Money upon his Miftreſſes, and in a War 
with the Dutch, than the States had done in elta- 
bliſhing their famous India Company. They have 
gained ſuch footing in Ceylon, that in time they 
may be Maſters ef the whole ſand. If this ſhould 
happen, they may alſo, by Degrees, exclude all 
other European Traders, This may be, indeed, 
prevented, by giving mew Powers and Privileges 10 
our India Company, and their making ſtrong Settle- 
ments in Madagaſcar, Sumatra, Malacca, Borneo, 
Formoſa, or ſuch other Places as the beſt Judges ſhal] 
determine; which Places may, on all Occaſions, 
ſupply and ſupport the adjacent Forts and Facto- 
Ties z and upon Occaſion, which may frequently 

offer, 
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offer, diſcover and eſtabliſh new Methods of Com- 
merce; which in Countries and Iſlands ſo vaſt! 
extended can never be exhauſted. The Philippine 
Lando (where the King of Spain has 250,000 Na- 
tive Spaniards and Blacks for his Subjects) might 
afford us great Opportunities, if a free Trade were 


open'd with the Spaniards, who, at preſent, exclude 


us and the Dutch from trading thither. 

The Portugueſe, for above two Ages, have been 
Maſters of Goa, a large populous City in the King- 
dom of Yiſapour ; and when Monſ. Rennefort was 
there, five hundred braſs Cannons were mounted on 
its Walls: This being the principal Mart, and 
ſtrongeſt Settlement of the Portugueſe, which ſup- 
ply'd and ſupported all their other Settlements and 
Factories. Tis obſervable, that no European Na- 
tion trading in the Eaſt Indies, have neglected to 
fortify many of their Factories: And the Dutch 
have, at this Time, near as many Forts and Gar- 
riſons over all the Indies, as all rhe other European 
Nations put together; which neceſſary Security, 
though it obliges them to a great Expence, yet 
makes them Maſters of large Territories round their 
Settlements; ſo that many petty Princes live under 
their Protection, and ſupply their Protectors with 
whatever their Countries afford. 

My Concern for the Improvement of this grand 
Branch of our National Commerce, will, I hope, ex- 


cuſe me to my Readers, if again I take notice of 


the Conduct of our Neighbours the Dutch, whom, I 
think, we are not too wile to imitate, at leaſt in 
ſome Inſtances. 

To raiſe a Stock, and lay the Foundation of 
their Eaſt India Company, they took in Subſcrip- 
tions from Amſterdam, Zealand, Delft, Rotterdam, 
Horn, &c. Anno 1602, and in ſeven Years advan- 
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ced their Capital from ſix Millions and an half of Flo- - 
rins, to 30 Millions, paid the Proprietors 15 Times the 
Value of their firſt Capital, which has ſince been at 
600 per Cent. yet they maintain in the Indies, as 
I am inform'd, fifteen thouſand regular Troops, 
and an hundred and fifty Ships at Sea. At Batavia 
they have ſelect Managers, who depend upon the 
Directors in Holland. Theſe Managers can declare 
Peace and War with Kings and Princes, and have 
a ſufficient Power ready, at all Times, to protect 
their Trade, and awe their Neighbours. They 
are Maſters in the Iſle of Java, and bid fair for 
poſſeſſing the intire Iſland of Ceylon. By theſe 
and other Acquiſitions, not unlikely to be made 
hereafter, the whole Indian Trade, and all the Eu- 
ropean Traders may be at their Diſcretion. | 

In ſhort, the incredible Induſtry of the Dutch 
cannot be ſufficiently applauded by all other Na- 
tions; and, I fear, will not be imitated in haſte 
by ours, who hitherto have been very unenter- 
prizing. They are now become a powerful and 
formidable State in the Indies, and have ſhewn us 
the Way to ſettle any Company in all Barbarous 
Nations, to which our Trade is not, at preſent, 
extended. | | 


SOUTH 
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"THIS Body having ſo immenſe a Capital, 

may undertake any great Deſign. For them 
an Expence of fifty or an hundred thouſand Pounds 
is inconſiderable. To what a Height is the Datch 
Eaſt India Company riſen, from a Subſcription of 
about ſix hundred thouſand Pounds? which is not 
a twentieth Part of the preſent South Sea Capital. 
If the Spaniards give us a Handle, we have it in 
our Power to make greater Efforts in the Southern 
America, than the Duich have in the Eaſt Indies, 
and to perfect any Seitlements in a much ſhorter 
Time, | 

King Charles II, ſent Sir John Narborougb to 
attempt the Settling a Trade with the Natives in 
the South Sea; but he could not gain the Natives, 
and indeed went too far for the firſt Step: For 
if we propoſe to ſettle effectually any Trade and 
Colonies beyond the Streights of Magellan, we muſt 
firſt make a ſtrong Settlement on his Side thoſe 
8treights ; either upon ſome of the Iſlands ( of 


which there are many) that border upon the Coaſt 


of the Country of Patagonia, or Terra Magellanica 3 
or in ſome ſafe and conventent Harbour of the 
Country, between Rio de la Plata, and the Ma- 
gellanic Streights, And from ſuch a Mother-Co- 
lony, or fir/t Settlement, others ſhould be carry*d 
on in the South Sea, and ſupply'd and ſupported 
from time to time, with all Neceſſaries. The 
next Settlement may, perhaps, moſt ſafely and con- 
veniently be fixed on the Iſle of Chiloa, at the 
Southermoſt Part of Chili, in the South Sea. And 
from this, after it is well ſecur'd, a Progreſs 
might ſoon! be made to greater Defigns, viz. to 

open 
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open not only a Commerce with all the South Sed 
Coaſts, but in time make us Maſters of great 
Part of the Spaniſh Wealth in all thoſe Parts: For, 
with good Management, we might, in a much 
ſhorter time than the Dutch perfected their pow- 
erful Settlements on Java, and in many other 
Parts of the Eaſt Indies, ſecure to our ſelves ſuch 
a footing on the Eaſt and Weſtern Shores of the 
South America, that the Trade of the Spaniards, 
and of all other Nations that way, would be at 

our Pleaſure in time. 

Eſpecially it we, at the ſame time, re- ſettle « on 
the North of the Gulph of Darien, at New Edin- 
burgh, which we lately poſſeſs'd, bur quitted; a 
noble Port, and of the greateſt Conſequence, by 
its Situation in the moſt convenient Part, and in 
the very Boſom of the Bay of Mexico, and capable 
by Nature and Art of being made impregnable 
againſt all Enemies, and all Winds; as may be 
feen in Dr. Wallace's Account, ſent to the Royal 
Society. A Colony here may (in its Infancy ) be 
eaſily ſupported and ſupply'd from Famaica, and 
our other Settlements on the Caribbee 1lands, Be- 
ſides, the Situation of Darien being juſt between 
Carthagena and Porto bello ; to which two Places all 
the Riches of the Spaniſh South Sea Provinces are 
brought over Land from Panama: The Conſe- 
quence is better ſeen than expreſs'd, Theſe two 
Spaniſo Ports, in time, might drop into our Hands: 
For, the Returns of the Treaſure from the Spaniſh 
Provinces in the Weſt Indies, would become pre- 
carious, and indeed impracticable in Time of War. 
The Government in Queen Elixabeth's Reign, had 
their Eyes upon theſe Advantages, about 128 
Years ſince “. 


* See Camden's Brit, at the Year 1598. 
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If the Limits of the South Sea Grant are confin'd, 
from the River Orenoque, to the South of the Equi- 


noctial, yet their Bounds may be ſoon enlarged; 
and in Caſe of a War with Spain, a ſmall Squadron 


in the Bay of Mexico, will ſoon humble the proud Spa- 
niard, and in time ſecure the Trade and Treaſures 
of North and South America; which would be of far 
greater Conſequence to us, than the Poſſeſſion of 10 
Gibraltars, or 20 Port Mahons, Places very expenſive 
in their Maintenance : Whereas, by a good Set- 
tlement in the Gulph of Darien, &c. a conſtant and 
moſt profitable Trade may bepropagated, through 
all the vaſt Countries on the Weſtern Coaſt of A- 
merica, ſupply ing them, at the firſt hand, with 
our Manufactures; which now the Spaniards take 
from us at Cadiz, &c. and make 50 per Cent. at 
Porto bello, Carthagena, Vera Cruz, &c. 


The Dutch Eaſt India years uy in order to ſe- 


cure and ſupply all their other Se!lements and Fac- 
tories on the Coaſt of Perſia, India, China, Suma- 
tra, Borneo, and the Molucca 1lands, have wiſely 
eſtabliſhed, as has been often hinted, one grand 
Settlement at Batavia, on the Iſle of Java; from 
which, upon Occaſion, the neceſſary Land and Sea 
Forces, and other Neceſſaries are ſent to all their 
Settlements. In time, our South Sea Company may 
with an Expence leſs ſenſible to ſuch a Body, raiſe 
her Batavia's in the Bay of Mexico, on or near 
Guiana, perhaps on the Ifle Trinidad, which is large 
and near the Coaſt, and lies convenient for paſſin 

in or out of the Bay of Mexico; in the Orenoque 3 


in or near the Great River of the Amazons 3 in or 


near the Rio de la Plata; and in or near the Iſland 
of Chilca, on the Weſt Side of South America. | 

Two or three ſuch Settlements, like that of Ba- 
tavia, in ſome of the fore-mentioned Places, would 


not only ſecure themſelves againſt all the Attempts 
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of the Natives, but of the Europeans too; ſupport 
all, the leſſer contiguous Factories, ſpread and eſta- 
bliſh a Trade, far and wide, through all the Neigh- 
bouring Coaſts and Countries; which Country, 
though of vaſt Extent, and containing many popu- 
lous Nations, which are, at preſent, utter Strangers 
to all the Improvements uſed in Europe, in Build- 
ing, Cloathing, Furniture, Gardening, and Agriculture: 
But when they ſhall become ſenſible how many Con- 
veniencies in Life we enjoy by our Improvements 
in Arts, Trades, and Manufactures, they will ſoon 
be our Cuſtomers for all our peliry Wares; and let 
us into an immenſe Trade, by Degrees, with many 
inland barbarous Nations, many Millions of Mankind 
living in an abſolute State of Nature, naked, deſti- 
tute, and utterly unacquainted with all the Con- 
veniencies and Accommodations of Life. 

*T'is propos'd, that the Directors of this Body, and 
other able Merchants, be invited to lay before the 
Government a Scheme of Privileges, for a new Grant 
to inlarge their Trade, thro' all South America; 
and alſo to make Settlements in Parts unoccupy*d 
by Europeans, including the Coaſts of the Bay of 
Mexico: And ſuch Grant to be excluſive for 50 
or 60 Years, of all other Traders, but thoſe li- 
cengd by the Company; and for ſuch a valuable 
Grant, 2 or 3 Millions of the Publick Debt owing 
to the Company, to be abated and ſunk in their 
Stock, when a reaſonable Satisfaction ſhall accrue 
to the Company, by their certain Profits for a Con- 
tinuance, and then ſuch Profits to be accepted for 
an Equivalent for ſuch Part of the Debt due 
from the Government, as ſhall be ſtipulated, be 
that Part more or leſs ; as future Experience ſhall, 
after ſufficient Trial, truly make appear. 
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HETHER meer Chance and good 
Fortune favoured the Spaniards and 
Portugueſe in the Diſcovery of their 
many rich Mines in the Weſt Indies, 
or, the Diſcovery was owing to the 
Care and Expence of the reſpective Courts, (as ma- 
ny of the Countries moſt certainly were) I cannor 
well determine; but I am humbly of Opinion, 
that it may be well worth our Enquiry, if ſome 
Perſons, Natives or Foreigners, eminent for their 
Skill and Experience in Mines and Minerals , 
were employ'd in ſearching through our large 
Countries in North America, for Gold and Silver 

Mines. : 

That thoſe valuable Metals may be found to 
the Maſt of Carolina and Virginia, is very probable 
nay, ſome affirm, that Silver Ore has been found 
in Virginia. The Spaniards have, for ſome time, 
been in Poſſeſſion of many Silver Mines in the 
lame Northern Latitude. Tis not likely, that all 
AA =. the 


[Ce TY IE UE —— — 


— — —— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 


68 Appendix. 


the ſubterranean Riches of the New World ſhould 
be met with ozly in the Settlements of the Spa- 
niards and Portugueſe. The Mines of Silver in New! 
Biſcay are much taken notice of by Spaniſh Wri- 
ters, Dr. Gemelli, in his Travels, ſays, that Nero 
Mexico or New Granada ( for it has both Names ) 
has Mines of Gold and Silver : This Country lies 
due Weſt from Carolina, and the Spaniards find in 
it not only rich Mines, but precious Stones, Is all 
{ this Luck on their Part ? or 1s it not rather Ne- 
| gle& and inexcuſable Indolence in us, who have ſo 
long poſt pon'd our Searches after thoſe ſubterra- 
nean Riches ? 

Our Planters have diſcover'd ſeveral Mines of 
Copper and Iron in Virginia, New England, &c. from 
ſome of which they are now raiſing Ore : And 
I am inform'd of a Copper Mine lately diſcover'd 
in Maryland, that is exceeding rich; for upon a 
Trial lately made in Town, twenty Parts of 
Copper Ore, produced about eight Parts of very 
fine malleable Copper, of as good a Grain, if not 
of a finer Subſtance, than the beſt of European 
Coppers. This Diſcovery was accidental. 

If the Government ſhould veſt ſome Perſons with 
proper Powers, for undertaking Diſcoveries of 
Mines in North America, the annual Expence of 
employing ſome skilful and well-experienc'd Per- 
fons, might, perhaps, be defray*d with leſs than 
three thouſand Pounds. Quere, if proper Encou- 
ragements were glven to the Bank of England, or 
| the Goldſmiths Company, or any other Seit of private 
| Undertakers, they may not reaſonably expect 
| much better Advantage than in our publick Lot- 


| teries, or than the Adventurers in many Societies 
| now ſubſiſting, 


1 


of the Government, as two 
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A Trial of three or four Years, would 


require a very ſmall Expence, if compar'd 
with the immenſe Profits that may not im- 


probably recompenſe ſo commendable an Under- 
taking. So 


What makes it yet more likely, that Gold 


and Silver Mines may be probably found in 
Carolina and Virginia, is, that the Sanſons, from 
the Reports of their Countrymen, who have 
been ſettled in Florida, expreſsly affirm that 
they actually meet with ſuch Mines; but, per- 
haps, being a new Settlement, and the Mines 
very remote, and for want of skifful Miners and 
Aſſiſtance from the Publick, I don't find they 
have yet begun to raiſe any Ore, unleſs it be 
done by Stealth, to conceal it from the Notice 
poor Spaniards con- 


tinued to do, for ſome time, who firſt diſcover'd 
the famous Mines at Potoſi. 


The Revenue of the late French King, which 


he rais'd ad libitum, being very great, made 


him formidable amongſt his Neighbours. What 
might not another Prince of his enterprizing 
Genius undertake, if once he comes to have good 


Supplies of Gold and Silver from Florida? In 


that Caſe, he might very eaſily drive us out of 
all our large Countries in North America, and bid 
fairer than ever for an Univerſal Monarchy in 
Europe. And the Event will be the ſame, with 
Regard to the Spaniards, if ever he becomes 


very powerful, in what they now call Loviſiana 3 
for that would ſoon make him Maſter of all the 


Spaniſh Provinces and Riches in the Weſt Indies. 


Theſe Things are far from being remote or im- 


probable Conjectures; but rather, with great 


Submiſſion, deſerve the moſt ſerious Attention; 


for 
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for that, and that alone, may not only prevent 
the Growth of ſo great and formidable a Power, 
but by proper Expedients raiſe the Briti/h Em- 
Pire to a vaſt Superiority, amongſt all the Princes 
and States in Europe and America, and make our 
Britiſo Monarchs ſole Arbiters * all the Afairs of 


C briſtendom. 
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' BOOKS printed for and ſold by J. Noon, at the 
White Hart in Cheapſide, near Mercers Chapel. 


1. NM opædia : Or, The Inſtitution of Cyrus concern. 
| C 1 Religion and Government. 'Tranflated frond 
the Greek Original of Xenophon, by the late Honourable 
Maurice Aſbley, Eſq; (Brother to the late Ear] of 
Shaftesbury.) Addreſs'd to the Lady Elizaberh Har- 
7is, in a Diſſertation upon the true Liberty of Think- 
ing, in Matters both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil. By the 
Tranſlator. In 2 Vol. 8vo. 1 

2. A ſecond Edition of, a Defence of Human Liber- 
ty, in anſwer to the principal Arguments which have 
been alledged againſt, and particularly to Caro's Let- 
ters on that Subject. In which Defence, the-Opinien 
of the Antients, concerning Fate, is alſo diſtinctſy and 
largely conſider d. To which is added, A Vindication 
of Human Liberty: In anſwer to a Diſſertation on 
Liberty and Neceflity ; Written by A. C. Eſq; By 
Fohn Fackſon, Rector of Roſſingion in the County of 
York, and Maſter of Wigſton's Hoſpital in Zeicefter. 

3. A Paraphraſe and Notes on the Epiſtles of Se. 
Paul to the Coloſſians, Philippians, and Hebrews. Af. 
ter the Manner of Mr. Locke. To which are annexed, 
ſeveral Critical Diſſertations on particular ' Texts of 
| Scripture. Price bound 14s. 5 5 

4. Fifteen Sermons on ſeveral Occafions. To which 
is added, A Scripture Catechiſm, or the Principles 
of _ Chriſtian Relic laid down in the Words of the 
Bible. | | 


5. An Eſſay in favour of the antient practice of giving 


the Euchariſt to Children. Pr. ſtitch'd. 2 s. 6 d. 1 
Theſe three by the late Rev. Mr. J. Pierce of Bonn. 
6. Novatiani Opera, cum copioſiſſimis Obſervatierſi: 
bus & Notis, in quibus totum argumentum aucteris de 
Regula Fidei ex veterum Patrum Monimentis aue {ift 
cutitur. Præmittitur Diſſertatio de Filii Der Homoon- + 
ſio, ſive Coeſſentialitate uni Deo Patri. Studio Foan- = 
ais Zackſon, Eccleſ. Angl. Pre dz... 
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oh 6 A free and Impartial Study of the Holy Scri tu g\ | 


| *ecommended+: Being Notes on ſome peculiar Texts; 
with Diſcdurſes and Obſervations on the following Sub. 
Jects; vis. 1. Of the Quotations from the Old Teſta- 


ment in the Apocrypha. 2. Of the Sepruagint Verſion 
of the Bible ; and the Difference between the Cira- 


tions, as they lie in the 'New Teſtament, ard the O- 


i gina 2 in the Old. z. Chriſtians not bound 
by any Authority of the Law of Moſeès in the Ten Com. 
zandments. 4. Of the Doxology at the End of the 
Lord's Prayer: Of bleſſing the: Zuchariſtical Elements, 
and of Grace before and after Meat. 5. The Son of 
God knows the Hearts of Men; and, of Anger, Cate- 
chiſing, Sc. 6. A Paſſage. in * a bang on the 
Creed; and another in Biſhop Patrick's Commenta- 
ries examinꝰ d. 7. Of the Soul; its Immortality, Im- 
materiality, Sc. with the Impoſſibility of proving a 
Future State by the Light of Nature; and of the Place 
where good Men ſhall dwell after the Reſurrection. 


Both by 7. Haller, ſunn. 


4 


8. By Lady-Day. next will: pubhſhed, The ſecond: 
Volume of, A free and impartial Study of the Scrip- 
tures, recommended ; containing Notes on peculiar 
Texts; with Diſcourſes and Obſervations on various 


Subjects. 


9. A Defence of a Diſcourſe on the Impoſſibility of 
proving a Future State by the Light of Nature ; with 
an Anſwer to the Rev. Mr. Groves's Thoughts on the 
fame Subject. „ „ 
10. The ſecond Edition, with conſiderable Addi- 
tions, of the Uſefulneſs, Truth, and Excellency' of the 
Chriſtian Revelation defended againſt the Objections 
contain'd in a late Book, entitled, CHriſtianity as Old 
as the Creation, &c. By James Foſter. 
11. Atkib}Ja. A Diſquiſition upon Worſhipping to- 


-wards the Eaſt. In two Parts. 


12. In à few, Days will be publiſi'd, A Diſcourſe of 
Natural and Revealed Religion; and the Relation, 
they bear to each other, Price 6d. 4 
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